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REPORT 



Officb op DBSMOiNBa River iMPROvEararr, ) 
OrruMWA, Novi 30, 1852. J 
nU Excellency Skjihen JlanpsUad 

Govem(ir-of loica: 

Sis: In the Hcport of the unJeraigned,- of- ths' first of December 
last, we iverc enabled to comvnanicate the gratifying fact of the final 
eettlement of the question -as to theextcnsion-of the Desmoinea River 
Congressional Grant, f.-om the Raccoon Fork to the source of the Riv- 
er, whereby a miilioa of acres more of land were eecuretl for the use 
of its improvement. 

We have now the eatisfaetion of announcing the re-opening of the 
river for navigation after ita obstruction, -bydams and other obsta.Iea, 
during several j'eara ])ast. 

Thus, two poihta of great Importance to the work under om" charge, 
aa welt aa to the pHblic interests generally, have been attained. Tie 
Congressional Graat — Umi-tftd to the 3'21,800 acres- lying below the 
Raccoon 'Fork, when the undersigned' tookv charge of. tho work as 
Commissioner and Register, inMarch^ 1851 — has been made to em- 
brace more ihan quadruple that amount; while the RivCi- — then and 
fjr severaiyears previously^ wholly uselfisa for all' purpoees ff navi- 
gation, in consequence of tlis Dama andLocks put into it prior t* 
the commeneemcnt of thte improvement, mid the unfinisiicd condition 
of thoseundertahpntobeerectediby the State — ia a'ain open for the 
passage of bmitp. trom its mouth to the Raeooon Fork. 

The results accomplished by. the attainment of the twopolnta men- 
tioned are ; first: achanneHa'opened'thi'ough which a market may 
be reached, during a portiun-of eacli>j-^eari',f(Jr the-aurplas products of 
the entire valley, and artielfes of inerchandise supplied to its Inhabit- 
anta at a cost reilueed many, fo!(i belowthe rate of transportation by 
ordinary land carrige; and, eeoondly : the magnificent acquisition of 
a n/'!lion of acres of land eecureathe certain basis through which the 
entire work c««;be completed;' if the people of the State, through their 
own action, and tha4of their' Uepreaeatativea in the Legislatiirej wilt 
that it be done I 
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'Having, in oar last report — 200 aurplaa copieg of which, procHredl:® 
be printed for circulation at the time it waa made, are notv herewitU 
furnished for the use of the -Legislative assembly— -gone into ahistory 
of the condition and progreaa of the work,-fi-om the period when the 
undersigned became conneeted.with.it until the date of that Report, 
it is deemed unneccaaaiy to do more at present than make a general 
reference to its contents. It embraces a full statement of the aettle- 
Hient of the vexed question in regard to the extent of tho.Congression- 
al Grant, together with the opinions of the eminent men who acted as 
counsel in the case, and every other matter of any interest connected 
with the work between the periods refered to, and which Jieed .not, 
therefore, be repeated here. 

CONTRACT WITH BANGS, BROTHERS & CO. 

Freguerrt reference is made, in that Repoi-t, to the contract -entereil 
into by the undersig'ned, on the 9th of August 1851, witii the firm of 
Banga Brothers & Co, of New York, which provided for the completion 
of the entire work, from the mouth ofthe river to Fort Des Moins, within 
four years from the time when a eonfirmation should be secured of the 
extension of the grant above the Raccoon Fork; and, to the making of 
which contract was attributed, mainly, the obtaining of such confir- 
mation when it occurred. The nndersigned reiterate that opinion 
now, and confidently state that, but for the making of the contract 
referred -to, at the particular time when it was made, the grant of 
lands foi .the improvement of the Des Moins River would still have 
been limited, this day, to the Raccoon Fork as ita northern terminus, 
and, in all reasonable probability, would not have been extended be- 
yond that point for years to come — if ever. Events that have sufase- 
.quently tranapired have given re.newed strength to thia conviction. 

By the terms ofthe contract of Bangs Brother & Co., they were to 
ihrnieh the money to pay for all work done on the three jobs at Cro- 
ton, Bonaparte, and Bentonsport, after the date of Jhe contract, on 
monthly estimates ofthe Engineer, commencing on the lac of Octo- 
.ber, 1851, This they failed to doj on the first estimate that was made, 
*v,hieh amounted to over ^ 13,000 ; whereas the amount remitted by 
them to meet it waa but $5,000 — for which an agent had to be sent, 
first to St. Louis, and afterwards to Ottumwa, before the money was 
procured. They made no subsequent remittance, to the amount of a 
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dollar, to meet the' monthly estimatcB, nor have any of the firm been 
in the State, to bcBtow their attention upon the work, or for any other 
object, untir the arrival of one of their number here some few weeks 
eince. TheiT contract requires, not only that the whole work, front 
tlite mouth of the river to Fort Des Moins, shall be completed within 
four years from the time when the lands above the Raccoon Fork are 
eecured — to wit: four years from the 39th of October 1851, when they 
wc7-e secured, by the rescinding of the adverse decision of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior — but it requires, further, that not less than one 
fourth of the aggregate of work to be done, shall be expended m each 
yea?-, until the completion of the whole Improvement. Yet, upwards 
of a year has elapsed, and nothing haa been done by Messrs, Banga 
Brother & Co. Letters and Telegraphic dispatches received from 
this firm, or some of its members, in December last, authorized the 
Register to draw on them for an amount sufficient to meet the esti- 
niatea for work done on the Croton, Bonaparte and Bentonsport jobs, 
payable at the American Exchange Bank in the City of New York; 
which was done accordingly, and the drafts sold, mostly in Keokuk 
and St. Louie, as became indispensably necessary, in order to make 
payments on the work referred to ; and thus to carry them foiward, 
that they might at last be placed in a condition to admit of the 
passage of boats. This was expressly required to be done by the Ist 
of February, 1852, under the terras of the contract with Bangs 
Brother & Co., and ivould have been done, unquestionably, had they 
complied with those terms, in furnishing the money to meet the esti- 
mates. Having failed to do so, it was not accomplished until during 
the month last past, when, by the same terms, the jobs at the three 
points mentioned wer^ to have been, and should have been, not mere- 
ly passable for boats, at all times, but entirely completed. 

The drafts drawn hy the Register on Ba,nga, Brothers & Co., in con- 
formity with the authority given by them so to do — and which were 
eold by the Commissioner, as above stated — were not paid at matur- 
ity, out suffered to be protested, and sent back here for collection. 
Hence it became necessary, for the double purpose of meeting the 
payment of those drafts, and proceeding with the works above men- 
tioned, to resort to a sale of lands to effect those objects. Bangs, 
Brothers & Co. in wholly failing to make any arrangements to carry 
forward the works, with a view to their completion within the four 
years, or to do one one-fourth of the aggregate amount of what had 
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ttobe done,within tlie first year,as well as in failing to meet the pagr- 
^ment of the mpnthly patimates of^each month, from October to Feb- 
ruary, had most clearly foifeitedtheir cniitraut; an 1, at a meeting of 
the undersigned, at Ottumwa, on the 18th of February, 1852, a declar- 
ation to that effect was formally made, and entered of record, a copy 
of which, mai'ked (A) accompanies this report. 

There are two provitiions in the contract with Bangs, Brothers & 
Co., which were strongly objected lo by the underalgned at the time 
it. was made, and as ptrongly nrged by the person acting for that firm. 
Those provisions, in fact, were made by him a shic qua von — without 
whicli no contraal could be vindc; and, as stated in our I'ormer report, it 
was, upon mature deliberation, after a full \ iew of the condition of 
the work — then as unpromi.^ing aa it well could he — deemed advisa- 
ble, upon the whole, lo accept the obnoxions terms, rather than mako 
no contract at all, and permit the woife to stand unfinished, with no 
reasonable proi-pcct of doing any thing further upon them. The pro- 
visions referred to are those permitting an inereasetljjric'B to be placed 
upon the lands, beyond $1,^5 per acre, and the addition of twenty 
par cent, on the ag'jregitfe amount to be paid to the contractors, over 
and above the prit'Cd specified for all thediO'ercnt itemanamed^inthe 
oanlract. The latter of those provisions, hoivever, seemed les- objec- 
tionable than the lormer; because, fully aware cf the impossibility of 
Belling lands fii.'t enough to tarry the 'work f u'lvard with any degreo 
of vigor and rapidity, pome s^uch step was obviously necesi?aiy, to the 
minds of the unJer.-i^ncd, in order to enalde the conti'actora to raise 
the large amount of funds required; anditn-as with that obJect,chiefly, 
if not wholly, that ihc twenty per cent clause tras permitted to be- 
come a part of the. cont.'act. The person with whom the neyotiatiuns, 
with 'he undersigned, on (he part of Bangs, Brothers & Co. were con- 
ducted — M'. Anjion Bangj — insisted repeatedly, and most earnestly, 
in the progress of those negotiations, that this clause with regard to 
the additional twenty per cent, would, must ca-lalnhj, enable Ihem to 
raise ail the money necessary to prosecute the work vigorously to a 
completion, in accordance with the terms of tlie contract, by selling 
the certificates of Indebtedness, or "Bonds," to be issued to them, 
that much under par, if it became necessary; and the undersigned 
were led to suppose that, with the lands above the IJaccoon Fork once 
secured as a basis for the security of the payment of such certificated, 
the requisite fund.i might xnry probably ihiii be procured. This, 
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then, as alrR.idy stated, was the great leading, and controlling objfJiBS,. 
with, which the clause allowing the ^ additional twenty per cent wras 
permitted finallj' to find a place in. the contract — as itS' terms gc 
tlearly to show... In. very trulh, it may be said to have been' almoet. 
the sole object ; the other considerations mentioned therein being of 
entirely eecondaryimpcrtance, and so regarded and treated, during 
the whole pendency of the negotiations. The ^irfeiture of the con- 
ti'act, on the part of Bangs Btothera &■ Go.,, rids the improvement of 
all liability to that firm, the payment of the twenty per cent oJ'course 
included, and the lands from subjection toarise of price beyond $1.25 
per .acre. 

NEGOTIATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE WITH CAPiTAIr 
ISTS AND CONTRACTOHB. 

■\V!ien, after having wailed some two or three months to ascertairt 
the r0f?ult, it lyaa perfectly obvious that Bangs Brothers & Co. would 
not procectl under their contract, agi'eeably to its terms, and after 
the undersigned had accordingly declared that contract forfeited, it 
iiecame necessary to take eoiiie new step, to progress with the Im- 
provement. It was quite certain that, even with the grant confined 
aiiove the Raccoon Fork, the sales of lands would be to so Ijmited an 
pstent that comparatively little could he done towards paying off the 
large debt already incurred, and at the same lime undertaldng seve- 
ral new jobs, in addition to completing the old onea already under 
construction. It was thought, therefore, by the undersignediafter a 
consultation between them upon the subject, that the interests of the 
work imperativfly demanded renewed efforts, on their part, to eogagfi 
other parties to undertake its completion, who might prove competent 
to the task. The securing of the extension of the grant was a new 
clement of strength, in any future negotiations having that object in 
view, and which it was reasonably supposed woidd ensure its aqcom- 
plishment. Accordingly, it was decided that the commissioner should 
visit some of the Eastern States for the purpose mentioned ; which be 
did, leaving home early in. March lastj and not returning until towards 
the last of June. During his abscence he was in almost , djiily eom- 
munication with individuals and companies in the states- of Ohio, 
i'ennsylvama, and New York, who either were then, or had been pre- 
viously cngagedextensively in Internal Improvement operations, iri 
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tboae and other states — and severaVof whom erihced an earnest wisl*- 
*!> become connected with our works. Some of those partioa gava 
promisea that they would visit Iowa, during the aummer or fall.toei- 
amine the country with a view to becoming engaged' on tho Dea 
Moinea River Improvement. Perhaps the beat known of those com- 
panica, to the people of Iowa, is one composed of Messrs. Sturgea, 
Forrer and Hoamer, of Ohio, whose large operations, and' energy and 
8ucce9s,in whatever they undertake, have given them a widely ex- 
tended reputation. They have been recently engagad upon a job in 
Indiana — the construction of a canal from EvansviHe, on the Ohio 
river, into tl»e interior of the state— which was commenced by them 
only a year ago last spring, and is probably now completed, at a cosi: 
of some $700,000. The employment of that company upon our work, 
could it be accomplished, would, it is confi-dently believed, ensure iCa 
Hpeedy completion ; and hence the Commissioner was most desiroua 
of effecting it. For that purpose he made a visit of some time in 
Ohio, and subsequently met one of the members of the firm in thw 
city of New York, where several interviews were had between them 
The reasons why those gentlemen were not enabled to make their 
promised visit to Iowa, this season, as well as the views entertained 
by them with regard to our Improvement, and the course bestj in their 
opinion, to be adopted to secure ita completion, vviii be found stated 
in two letters each from Mr. Forrer and Mr. Sturges, received- by 
the Commissioner since his return home last aummer, and copies of 
which accompany this Report, marked (B.) 

The Commissioner saw also, and conferred with, numerous other 
parties in Pennsylvania and New York, several of whom expressed a 
determination to visit Iowa in the course of the summer — but none of 
whom have done so. One company especially, with whom ho met 
in Harrisburg, composed of a number of prominent citizens ofPenn- 
aylvauia, had just made a formal proposition to ita Legislature to 
lease the whole public works of the siate for a period often years, 
at an annual rent of a million of dollars. Some of the more active 
of the members of this company, having given a careful examination 
totheDes Moines Improvement project, and all the papers in the 
case, which were submitted to them by the Commissioner for that 
purpose, stated that, in the event of the failure of their proposition, 
then pending before the Pennsylvania Legislature, they would very 
probably make one for our work, after having iirst visiied Iowa, du- 
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ring the summer, for the purpose of examining it and the country. Ye« 
they have not come, nor has aught further been heard from them up- 
on the subject. 

While in the city of New York, it waa deemed by the Commission- 
er well worth while to endeavor to ascertain what might possibly be- 
done in regard to raising funds, through the capitalists there—the 
great focus of all the monetary transactions of the country — for 
constructing our work ; and he accordingiy opened negotiations, look- 
ing to that end, with a number of the longest established, and best- 
known houses in that city. Those negotiations were, in their earlier 
stages, of quite a highly encouraging character; and there were 
strong grounds for belief by the Commissioner that he should be en- 
abled, befoie leaving New York, to lay the certain foundation for ob- 
laining.if not all that would have been deairable.an amount sufGcient 
at least to- caiTy the work ahead vigorously for a year or two to come. 
Difficukies and objections were of course raised, from time to time, 
by those to whom the subject was presented, but these were, in many 
instances, overcome by explanations, in repeated intei'views, and the 
matter seemed in a fair way of complete consummation, when the re- 
ported passage, through the U. S. House of Representatives, (then in. 
Eession) of the "Homestead," or "Free Farm" bill, by a vote of more 
than a to I, and its consequent probable passage through the Sen- 
ate also, put a stop a.t once to further proceedings. The ground 
was then taken, by all those with whom such negotiations had been 
pending, as it had been previously by some of their number, that, in 
order to raise the required amount to carry fonvard our work, the 
lands — most mistakenly conceived by them to be rendered less vain-- 
able in consequence of the propability of the "Homestead" bill be- 
coming a law — were not a si^icicnt secuj-ifij on, which to base a large 
loan; and that nothing short of the credit of the siafe, to back it, 
would then do forthatpurpose. The commissioner sought earneaatly 
to explain, and to demonstrate, that the effect of the passage of the 
"Free Farm" bill; on the the value of the Dea Moines river lands, 
would not, and from the facts of the case as they plainly stood, could 
not, be such as seemed to be apprehended — but exactly the reverse ; 
aa the"giving away" of the alternate sections belonging to the United 
States, and' the consequent immediate scttlcmcni and improvement of 
those lands — most certain to follow such "giving way"— would, as a- 
matter of course, greatly enhance liie vaiueof the other alternate sea-- 
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tions, granteil tn loiva, wlilch ivoulJ thus become, thts m:>re epcedily, 
surrounded hy improved farms ; nor did the CQiniiiidsionfr omit touEgs 
hiB person:)! cspprieiice in tami operations in tVii; ivct, fur a long se- 
ries of years, vrhiie acting as a, I'ubltaLand Oi:iluci',;to liatabtish thia 
point— but nil to' no purpn^c. Tbo unfounded icit.-a iifjprared to have 
gained complete control ofthe mlnd^ of the money Icniiers and their 
ngents, that the "giving away" of fourteen hundred miliiona— that id 
the amount still owned by the U. S. — of acres of land,. through the op- 
eration of the "Hom«,-;Erad" l)i!l, ivas ccrtsinly going to render all oth- 
er unimproved lands in the Wfpt,. those grtinted for tlie Den Moines 
Improvement included, unsaleable fur yeai-s and years to oome— and 
tiria impression it seemed impossible vvhidly to remove. 

The CcmniitBirner, Lavifig ppent feme six vvei ks in Neiv York, en- 
gaged in such negotiations, thus brought to a c'.l;ise, addressed a com- 
munication to Boi-ne two o\- tliree of the houses iiith whom he had 
been negotiating, in order to elieit their views of the subject, in writ- 
ing, under the turn uhieh ike. matter had taken; and, guhmittcd here- 
with, maiked (C) will be I'ound copiea of his letter, witii tiie answers 
cf the houses referred .to, ito-v.-it: Messrs. Duncan, Sherman & Co.; 
James G. King iSj Sons; and -Simeon Draper — all of eminent stand- 
ing, both at home and abroad, iamong dealers in .'imencaH stocks and 
Bccuritiea. 

DEICISION UPON TIIE GKANT ABOVE .RACCOON FORK. 

Shortly nfier the.nclion of the Cnbinet at Washington, in reference 
to the extent of the Ciingi'Cfisional grant, the result of ivliich was com- 
municated to the Commissioner by the Secretary of the Interior, iii 
hia letter of Oetobe.- WJ 1851 — unfortunately ini*itnnted,with an im- 
iportant omission, a^ ic llrst appeared in llie newspapers — a question 
was raised, through the public pi-ess, whether that at-tion wa.^, in faot, 
A_^Mrt/seltlement of nthe malter; or ivhellier Congi'css, or the judicial 
tribunal of 1 he eountry, might not yet have to takeaome further step, 
■before it could he reduced to a finality. Immediately on observing 
ihifl mistaken .iugge:-tion, the Commissioner, in a letter addressed by 
him to the ]mbhe, in regard l.o that and other points of interest, con- 
nected with the work, remarket : '■ By the way, I observe that the let- 
ter of Mr. Smart, making this decision (a copy of which was enclosed 
in one to me, at Washington, as soon an it was placed in the. hands of 
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Mr. Butterficid-r-lhe Commipeioncr of the Genera! Land Office) ia 
published in several of the pnpei-n ia this stale, ami pointed toby some 
of them US evidence that the question as to Ihe exten.-^ion. of the Dca 
Moinea grant above tlie liaccoonFork is not vol eel tied ; andlhat j\'6 
ehall have yet to go to ' Congress or the Courts', before it can bts set- 
tied." ***#■**««.## 

"The prevalence of any such impi-cssion as this is of coarae ivcl'l 
calculated greatly to embarrass the work; and 1, therefore, think it 
my duty to say, and I do say, promptly, and mo:Jt coiiOdeiitly, that 
(he recent action of the Cabinet, as communicated througri the letter 
of the Secretary of the Interior, docs et'tlie the quesliun liiihejto in con- 
trover,*y. That tliry themselves so regarded it, 1 ha\e the best i-ea- 
Eons for knowing — better, I tliink, itian any here enn l.avc for a dif- 
fercDt opinion — and fo it was regarded by cvciy body in Washington, 
-cne.mies as ivel! as friend;' of tho grant." 

"In the first place, Mr. Stuart's letter — transmitted for publication 
first in another portion of the state, and copied here—id mii a irna 
eopy, as it was (o nmunieated U) me wilhiii tho walls of the inlerior 
Department, iinaicdiatidy after it was written ; and I now fiiriiish, 
lerewiih, a correct cnpy i'or puhlit-ation. It wii! be seen, on compar- 
ing this true copy with that h hich has been iiul)lifhed, ihat the worda 
^ I iimw'.Uin^ to t-jio^nhc ilir, c'run of ths stitlc' contained in the former, 
iire wholly omitted from the latter — a niosi importantomiasion!" * * 

" Apprehen.-ive lhat wron* coastrucliona might be put upon Ihig 
Jetter, even if given correctly to the public, without some ex]ilan:!tion!) 
accompany iih<i; it, I rcf.ained from sending it from Wasliington fop 
publication; but kcj)t it until I could retuni home to malie those ex- 
jdanalions; and i particularly regret lhat iliias found its ivaj- inlolho 
press, in its mutilated sl)ii])e, with ihc very iinporlaut omission abov.O 
mentioned. The result has been prceisi ly as was anlicipatod — the 
letter is improperly conslrued— ihe true tharacler and siope of iho 
decision are pi everted — the public mind I hen by distu.bed anew, with 
d.tfibts and m;ejivings~-aii.! an explanation thus (ondcreil the more 
necessary as to what I be decision was designed to be, and, in Iact,i3." 

"It is true, that in lii:i letter, Mv. Stuart— as .■^talfd iu that 1 ivrolo 
home from Washington, immediatt !y on receiving it — says, lhat his 
^oivn opinion as to ihe coastruetion of the grant is unchanged,' and 
adds some superfluous remarks atjcut leaving Uiat ccnstruetion 'open- 
to the action of the of the judiciary.' Jt is to be regrcucd, and 1 knowr 
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was regretted, by some of Mr. Stuart's best ffiendfi, thathe eeemed 
to lack the firmness to make a perfectly clean decision, by leaving out 
of his letter the introductory remarke referred to, which appeared to 
l>e both uncalled for, and inappropriate; and whereby the beauty of 
the act was marred, and bis credit for its performance somewhat dam- 
aged. It is due to Mr. Stuart to say, howevei", that two reasons were 
assigned by his friends for the apparent inconsistency between the 
opening remarks of hiu letter, and its conclusion — wherein he decides 
the wkoie maifer; the first, his vejy natural desire to release Mr. Crit- 
tenden, (the Attorney General) as gently as possible, from the whollj- 
untenable position in which lie had placed himself— as overwhelmingly 
demonstrated by the written arguipents of counsel in the case — and, 
secondly, his wish not to commit himaelfwith regard to the 25,000 
acres of land, embraced in the grant, but sold, under a Proclamation 
of the President, in 1848. The lists of those lands— bat 35,000 acres, 
out of a million, or thereabouts, the slats is entltlad to receive by the 
decision — have not been furnished' to me, TJiey are, nevertheless, 
hgally the property of the t-tate, and their equivalent will' yet be pro- 
cured for the benefft of the Improvement, .through the action of 'Con- 
gress or the Courts.' Aa to tlis decision actually made by Mr. Stu- 
art — contained in thclast clause of his letter— ii is all that the frieniJs of 
the grant ask, or have ever contended for. In that clause he orders 
to be made out, for /iis c/J/froi-a?', lists of the lands above the Raccoon 
Fork, as far as the survci/s have progi'csscd — on mav ijeegafter be com- 
TLETED AND RETOKNED ; and I remained at Washington until 1 procured 
lists of those hinds, so far as they could then be made out (embracing, 
61,707.93 acres); which lists, with the approval endorsed, and Mr. 
Smarts s^nature tliereunto annexed, I brought home, with the promise 
of others as fast as they could be prepared, keeping pace with the 
progress ofthe surveys. This is precisely all the Secretary has to 
do with the business, to comply with the providons of the law of Con- 
gress making the grant, and to carry that law into effect. With the 
lists and plats in our possession, approved by him, we ask and 
need nothing furlher, as the whole matteris finally settled. As to the 
suggested 'action ofthe Judiciarj'' — who will invoke it? Not the au- 
thorities oi Iowa, certainly. Nor her citizens, who purchase lands 
from those authorities, whieh are embraced in the grant. Kor yet the 
authorities of the General Government — in the face of their recent de- 
liberate action. They could not do so, if thay would. The matter ii 
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beyond tlieir reacb. But tliey cherish, J am save, no such design, or 
desire. The vexed question, so long pending, and involving a railiion 
of acres of land, is at length settled, beyond any further controversy." 

Such waa the language in which the Conimiseioiiei' — then direct 
from Washington City, where the question, after much discussion arid 
deliberation, had just been decided — conceived it_ to be hie duty to 
meet the suggestion carelessly, not to say reclileealy, thrown out, thai 
it might, not improbably, prove not to be ajinal descision. 

But the public are not left to rely upon the mere Jiaked opinion, or 
-e,B3ertion,ofthe Commisaionev as to this point. The farther action 
subsequently had by the Secretary of the Interior himself, as regards 
the lands above the Raccoon Fork, furnishes tlie most satisfactory and 
.conclusive evidence that the over-cautious 'anguage used bj him, in bis 
letter of October 29th 1851, was designed to apply to the25,O0O acres 
jilready sold by the government, and nothing more. The undersign- 
ed are now in possession of ceriiiied lists, (with the plat?, or maps, 
corresponding thereto,) approved by the Secretary of the Interior, 
.over his signature, of 225,610 30 acres of these lands above the Rac- 
coon Forks, some few of which have been' already sold by them, and 
others offered. The last of such cerlified lists, for 143,908.37 acres, 
beai-s date March 10th 1852, and is in these words and figures ; 

"A List" 
"showing the vacant lands, in the odd numbered sections above the 
.Raccoon Forks, and within five miles of the Des Moines lliver, so far 
^isthe surveys have progressed fiaWiug to the State of Iowa, under tha 
.Act of the 8th of August 1846, as construed % t/ie Secretary of the 
Treasurp, in his letter .of 27id March 184!); and of the SECEET.utv of 
THE Interior of the 29th October, iS51, which have not heretofore been 



[Here follows the. list of the sections, Townships, and Ranges, em- 
bracing 143,908,37 acres; and then fbllovva the certificate — time: 
"Depaetmeint of the Ibteriob,^ 
Washington Anarch 10, I852."S 

"The selections .embraced in the within list ai-e hereby approved, in 
accordance with the .views expressed in my letter of the 29th of Octo- 
ber last, to the Commissioner ijf tlie General Land oftice, subject to 
any rights which may have existed at the time the selections wero 
made known to the Land Office by ^he Agents of the State, it being 
expressly understood, tiiat the approval conveys to the State no titW 
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to aay tract which nsay have been'pold, or otherwise disposed' of , pri- 
vr to-lkc receipt by the heal Land- Queers oflhc Ctimmixsloncrs of the Gen- 
eral Land qffice, communkaSmg tJie dtcision of Mr. Sccrclaty Walker, to 
the rffioi that the graiti cxte-nikd abovs Ihc Bacconn Mirk." 

[Signed] "Aij»)jR. 11.. H. Stu art, Secret arj'." 

Now, can anj'thing be more clear than !hat the above certilicate of 
the Secretary goea, and ivaa expresBiy. designed to go, to the full ex- 
tent cf covering, by his decision, all the lands in the odd sections, 
within five miles oneither ekle of the Des Moines Hiver— ^avc and 
except only the 25.000acrea which hadbpen aoIJ, ^'■pr'ior to tho receipt 
by tlie loeid L<ind Ojftca-s,a(^c letter of tiic Conimiasioiicr of the Gen- 
eral Land Officp, communicaliiig.the decision of Me. Secretary Walk- 
er," itc^aiid which eaid letter, written June let, 1840, wa« thus re- 
ceived during. that month? It Ecoms to us not. Why else was thdt 
ItmitatioiVex-prossly." made ?■ and wliy, fLirthermore, is- the "List" giv- 
en by Mr. Sto^rt, as- "showing the vacant Jands"' &c;; "faliing to the 
etste oflowji" &c.;"tindertheaot"&c.; "AseoNSTRUEn" — mark the lan- 
guage — not iilone by ''the Secretary of ihe Treasury (Mr. Walker) in 
bi9 letter of 2nd March* 1849;" bnt«/5o by "the Secretary ofthe Inte- 
rior" (M-. Stwiri km.id!) in ins letter, ofthe 29th October 1851"?— 
We have already stated that the letter referred to by Mr. Stuart, in 
the above certilioato, as having; been. received by tho local Land Of- 
ficers, fi'om the Commiaekmer ofthe General' Land Office, bore dale 
Juno Ist 1841)5 and was received^ during that month. The local Land 
officers had then sold only the 25,OJ0 acres above the Raccoon Fork 
■ — and they have never sold any more. Most clearly and. indisputa- 
bly, then, as before remarked, if there was room for any question 
whatever as to the acopc, and true extent ofthe deeisicn of Mr. Stu- 
art — which we maintain that there was not — prior to the giving of 
the above crrtiScatP,t[iatcertificate,of itself, must necessarily remove 
every possible vestige of doubt from the. minds ofall men of.commou 
understanding. 

INDEBTEDNESS OF THE WORK, AND EMBARRASSMENTS 
RESULTING THEREFROM. 

The present ascertained indebtedness ofthe work, in ebarge ofthe 
anderaigned, exclusive of mterest,rt'Lll not vary far &om ®108,000,em- 
brocing the following itemsj to wis: 
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Amount due on Certificates issued * JuJy \si, 1:851 , for 
\\'ov\ done below Konaparte, prior 

to that (late ©18,858 3V 

" " " Certificates issued i>fc. &/A, i831, for 

"damages" to Contractor,', in accor- 
dance H'illi decision of Board oPAr- 

liitrators, of that date-- 33,7B& 8& 

" " " Drafts for ^20,030, drawn by Regis- 
ter, Dec. 30, 1351, on Bangs Brothers 
& Co., ivhicli were sold by Comiiiirt- 
siouer — and protested for non pay- 
ment- 9,834 m 

" " to Win. Meek and Son?, Contractors aE 

BtiiinpaiJe, lor labor and maturiala 

on vvoik at tliat point 17,105 SO 

" " " Brown & San for J, Oontra-ctors on job 

Jit Bentonaport do do 5,795 31 

" " " J. C. Walker, & Co., Contractors on 

Job at Croton. do do 14,1 10 93 

" *' " J. C. \Vai[Eer& Brothers, Conlractors 

onjob at T3elfast, do do 4,380 08 

" " on. CeriifieatGS, oi" "GoHds," issued to 
Hangs lii-otbcrs & Co., for money ad- 
vanced, under contract 5,000. 00 

" " " Certificates- i.-}sued to Bonney and 

^Vhit.ilespy, for labor and materials 
en job at Keosauqua, under contract 

cf Jnly 8, 1853 2,500 00 

» ■■ to J. C. Allender &Co.,Millovvnors &c. 

at Soiitli Bentonsport, under verdict 

and decree of October 185-J 3,500 00 

" "■ on ail other items not above enumerated, 

e^^timated, at, say 3,017 25 

Total $108,000 00 

* The aggregate amount of these certificates was $20,084.10, of 
fhich amount -iil2,l.-J5.7.a has been paid. No eertiticatea of that date 
/ere issued for work oii:,jiohB at Croton and Belfast, Imt payments 
t'ere made thereoui from time to time, until operations had wholly 
eased at Croton, when Certificates were issued for the whole amouai 
iue en jobs at both points, dated September 1853, 
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To make payments from month to month, on the indebtednesa of 
ilie work, as above indicated — and to undertake to say that it would 
not be met, but the whole incoming iund applied to its further prose- 
cution, was of course totally out of the que etton— white, at the same 
time, conatantiy struggling to reserve means enough, out of the com- 
paratively small amount of pi'oceeda of salea of lands that were be- 
ing made, to apply on the Bentonsport, Bonaparte and Croton works, 
in order to put them in a condition to pass boats ; and, furthBr-nore, 
to open the " old dams" at Plymouth and Keosaqua, and a channel 
through the sand bars and the foveata of snags below St. Francisville 
— to do all this, ire say, under the existing difficulties, may per- 
chance seem to those who have not undertaken it a trifling and easy 
ta^k; yet experience teaches a very diiferent lesson! The embai'- 
rassments under which the Commissioner has conatanlly labored, aa 
the disbursing ofEcer on the work, in consequence, of the numerous 
and perpetually increasing demands against it, have been of a most 
harrassiiig character. With much to pay, and much to do, and but 
little money, it has not been "a iire ia the rear" alone to w'hioh he 
has been subjected, daily, but iii front also—and upon either fiank! 

R1¥ER OPEN FOR NAVIGATION— THE "OLD DAMS." 

The next great object, howe\-^r, with the undersigned, after the 
■securing of the grant above the Racoon Fork— followed by the fail- 
ure of Bangs, Brothers & Co., to fuifil their contract — has been a- 
chieved, in the face of every obstacle. The opening of the river for 
navigation, during the present season, was all that could reasonably 
have been expected to be accomplished, under such circumstance a 
—and that has been done. The opening of the obnoxioUa "old 
dams" has taken palace too, when the proper time aiTived, but not 
before— and they no longer constitute an obstruction to navigation. 
If they had been removed three years ago, or even three months ago, 
as was strongly and incessantly urged, nobody in the world would 
have profited by it, while large nnmbers of people would have been 
harmed materially. Until quite recently these much talked of "old 
dams", were, really, no obstruction to navigating the river; because 
the state works were impassable for boats; and hence the latter 
could have gone neither up or down, if there had been no such thing 
-Ai an " old dam" in the river. The State works once in a condition 
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for the passage of boats, it became not only proper, but a duty, per- 
emptorily required of the Commissioner, by ia.v, to have the old dams 
opened — and therefore it was done, 

CHANNEL BELOW ST. PRANCISVILLE. 

In clearing out a channel beiow St. Francisvilie; where the bottom 
of the river is sand and mud, instead of the rock'found, invariably, 
above that point, it became necessai'y to get rid, as far as' pra'ctica- 
ble, of the hundreds of snags- and stumps that had become detiply 
eml?eded there. Some of these were of large size— huge trees, tOrii 
down and thrown into the channel of the river, during the greatiflood 
of IS51. To remove, entirely, all these trees, was a matter utterly 
impossible to be accomplished, short of the use of a power not at the 
command of the Commissioner— to wit: a "Snag Boat", propelled by 
Steam, such as are used oh the large rivers, and which would cost 
some thousands of dollars ;-— but the next best thing to that was done. 
All the snags that conld possibly be taken out, with the power called 
into requisition, to wit, windlasses, takles and pullej's, with boats 
manned by some twenty mp.n, were wholly removed; while othere,that 
could not be thus removed, were cut down as low as possible in the 
water. This, there can be no question, will make a channel (200 
feet in width) that can be passed without difficulty, at all times when 
the river can be navigated above, until the dams and locks arc com- 
pleted. This job was undertaken at the round sum of ^900, byR. J. 
German, who finished it, and received his money. 

If the Canal below St. Francisvilie la not to be completcd^aa it 
cannot be, for some years to come, except by the making of a new 
contract, to cover the whole Improvement, and sustained by a large 
loan of money— while the construction of the works above continues 
to progress — the idea has suggested itself to the minds of the under- 
signed that a dredge boat, as well as a snag boat, both to be pro- 
pelled by steam power, might ere long be used to much advantage, 
in keeping the channel open through the snags and sand hafs below 
St. Francisvilie — both of which, though entirely removed one year 
would always be found obstracting it again the next, to some extent^ 

DES MOIKES RErOUT,— J{ 
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CHANNEL ABOVE ST. FRANCISVILLE. 

A wish has been frequentSy expressed to the undersigned that the 
channel of the river, from Fort Dea Moines to St. Francisville, might 
be cleared of the granite boulders, trees, &c., which are represented 
as obstriicting it, at alow stage of water—such as has occurred during 
the present season. The subjeut is one that has received the atten- 
tion of the undersigned ever since their connexion with the work, and 
been well considered. The difficulties in the way of such an ar- 
rangement, hitherto, have been various, some of which are as follows; 
The high &tage of the water during the whole of the summer of 1861, 
and the making of the contract, in August, vtith Bangs, Brothers & 
Co., which, had it been fulfilled on their part, would have dispensed 
with aU necessity of any clearing of the channel. Again, during the 
eariy part of the present season the water remained too high, for a 
long time, to do any thing in that way; and, when it became low 
enough to do it, the Engineers, under whose personal supervision it 
should have been done, were engaged on other parts of the work — 
getting the locks at Bonaparte and Bentonaport in a passable condi- 
tion; opening old dams, &c., — and could not be spared for that pur- 
pose. Besides, with the great number of demands already existing 
against the work, constantly and urgently pressed for payment, the 
money to do it could not be spared either, without giving rise to a 
new, and to some extent a well founded clamor, on the part of those 
holding sach demands. But, above all, if, as the undersigned confi- 
dently persuaded themselves would be the case, such action was 
taken by the Legislature, at its coming session, as would result, cer- 
tainly, in carrying the whole work forward vigorously, to a speedy 
completion, the expenditure of not less than twenty four hundi-ed dol- 
lars^ — an estimated cost, for clearing the natural channel of the river 
—would, it seems to the undersigned, be just so much money ex- 
pended uselessly; for, with the dams and locks once completed, the 
obstructions complained of would of course be deep under water, and 
not in the way at all. TKoae obstructions, at any rate, are not, it is 
believed, an obstacle to the navigation of the river when the water 
has attained any considerable height, during the spring of the year 
—the only season, usually, when the river catt be navigated to much 
purpose, until the whole work shall be completed. Still, in order to 
ensure the passage of boats out of it,;at a lower stage of water, It 
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miglit be well to remove the obstacles complained of; and, should the 
Legislature take no further action to ensure the more vigorous prose- 
cution of the entire wortc the coming year, the ondersigned are of the 
opinion that it should be done. 

WORKS AT KEOSAUQUA AND FARMINGTON (PLYMOUTH.) 

After the total i^ilure of Bangs Brothers &. Co. to comply with the 
terms of their contract ; and when the Commissioner had returned 
from his visit to the East, without having engaged, positively, other 
])arties to undertaiie liie work ; and the fact being, as was then be- 
lieved, clearly established, that no funda, other than those derivable 
from sales of lands, were to be relied upon, even to pay off the exist- 
ing debt ; the prospect seemed almost hopeless of accomplishing, for 
the time being, anything further upon the work, beyond the finisning 
np, as far as practicable, what was already commenced, and then un- 
der headway. Still, there were two points where it was especially im- 
portant that something -should, if possible, be done, to wit: at Keo- 
eauqua, and Plymouth (Farmington), where mills were erected, and 
'old dams existed in the river. The latter it was determined should 
l)e thrown open, just so soon as the State works at Bentonsport and 
Bonaparte were in a condition to permit boats to pass ; and hence 
the water power, at the two points first mentioned, would be wholly 
destroyed. To obviate, as far as possibie, this diiRculty, the under- 
signed, on reteiving a proposition to that effect, from Measra. Bonney 
and Whittlesey, of Keosauqua, in the early part of July, entered into 
a contract with those gentlemen, on the 8th ofthat month, to construct 
tlie lock and dam at that point, upon the same terms as those con- 
tained in the contract with Bangs Brothers & Co. — no money being 
required to be paid for the present, but Certificates, or "Bonds," to be 
issued to them, as the work progresses, payable . five years hence. — 
A written proposition was also made for this work by E. Manning, 
Esqr, of Keosauqua, but upon much less favorable terms for the state 
than those on which it had previously been offered to be done, and 
was finally taken, by Messrs. Bonney and Whittlesey. Thoss gen- 
tlemen went to work a short time thereafter, under their contract, and 
have made good progress since. A lai^e amount of rock has been 
gotten out by them, and delivered at the work, and a good commene- 
juent made on the building of the lock walls. Their contract CeD- 
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taina an express provision, that the lock ehai! be first, bo. f^r comple- 
ted.,as,to adrn,it of the free anii u^intftrruptcd passi^gc of boats through 
the. same,, before the conatruotion oi the dam shall JDeicom.menced. 

About the time of entering into the contract for.the .vwrk at Keo- 
sauqua, the job for building the lock and dam at Farming ton (Ply- 
iTjQUth,) ,waa .also offered, upoij the same terms— first ftp, John McCune 
& Co., the former contractors there, and then to the Messrs. Hough- 
ton^by both of whom it was decline<3. Subsequently an additional 
thousand dollars was offered, to meet tije, greater expense of excava- 
ting for the lock pit, and dam foundation, at thaf' point than .perhaps 
any other on the river, from the fact that the rock is covered to tlie 
depth of some four or fiye. feet, entirely across it, with mud and grav- 
el. , Thia offer. .was also declined. Recentiy, the Messrs. Houghton 
have proposed to take the job; but, in consequence of the near ap- 
proach of the session of the Legislature, end the anticipation of some 
action hy that body, by which the work may be carried forward with 
cash payments, instead of upon a cre'Ut, and. consequently upon much 
more favorable terms, no contract has been made with them, 

COMPLETION OF LOCK AND DAM AT BOJ^APARTE— COST 
COMPARED V/iTH OTUt'Al WORliS. 

The entire completion of the Lock and Dam at Bonaparte, which 
the undersigned are gratified to be enabled to announce, — with the 
near approach to completion of the one at Bentonsp^jt — affords a 
propel ocei^ion, of which they accordingly avail themse-lves, to speak 
of the work, and itu cost, as compared with others. 

Ali persons «ho hive seen that work, and are possessed of any 
knowledge and experience upon such subjects, freely admit that it is 
one that does ciedit to the state, being a truly beautiful structure, and 
built With strict reltrtnee to dnrabil!ty,"f;'om its foundation up. 'Very 
few works o! tne same character, probably, yet built in any of the 
states, su piss it in either of the particulars mentioned — if indeed 
thet,a be an> The cost of this work, as shown by the payments made 
and balii^ceyet due to the contractors, falls below the estimate, being 
bjit $3§„p[K) Add to thi,g .ali incidental expenses connected with, it 
including aiticlea fuinishedand labor performed on the job, not em- 
braced u? ph^s cjn'rai,t, and the amount, it is believed-, will not reach 
$5,000 mere— pay $10,000. jn a^- Now, compare this with the ac.r 
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t.ual cost of the Monongahala Improvement in Pennsylvania, as ex- 
hibited by-tbeir reports. The veorks on 'that Improvement, betiyeen 
Pittsburgh and Brownsville, consist, says the report of lS4fi, offdnr 
Dams and as many Locks"— an additional Lock has since been added 
at the Dam near Pittsburgh. "The dams," says the satae report, 
"vary in length from 605 to 1,100 feet, (Wfj-ag^?!^ 825 feet each." Ti"he 
width of the Des Moines, from its mouth tu Keosanqua, varies from 
750 to 800 feet. The Locks on the Pennsylvania work are 190 feet 
by 50, within the chamber ; while ours are 175 by 44 feet — exceeding, 
in this respect, those on both the Kentucky river, and the Muskingum, 
in Ohio — the former of which are 175 by 38, and the latter still leeSj 
175 by 36. In the report of the Monongahala company, made by 
its President in January, 1848, it is stated that that improvement 
(from Pittsburgh to Brownsville) "cost, for construction, engineering, 
damages, ifec, $517,325 21" which gives an average, for each of the 
four points where locks and dams are built, of but a shade loss than 
$130,000 — or more than treble the probable cost of the lock and dam 
at Bonaparte, everything included. It is confidently submitted then, 
that— judging from this comparison — and, could one be instituted 
with any other work, of a similar description, that has yet been built, 
we should rely, as confidently, upon a result still favorable to our own 
— -the cost of our locks and dams has not been, thus far, of that ex- 
travagant character that has been so frequently and so boldly charg- 
ed by many, and possibly believed by some; but that, on the coii- 
ti'ary— taking into account, as a proper regard for simple justice 
would seem to require should be done, the circumstances of extraor- 
dinarj- disadvantage under which they have been prosecuted, through 
disasti-ous floods, and the still more crushing effects of almost con- 
stantly harassing pecuniary embarrassments — they may safely" be 
claimed to have been managed with a due regard to economy, no leas 
than to durability. 

PROBABLE DURABILITY OF THE "WORKS. 

And here let us say a word upon this latter subject, as to the prob- 
able relative durability of theMonongahalaworks and our own. The 
Des Moines does not usually rise, by the spring freshets,' over 'ten or a 
dozen feet; and went up, by the Great FLood of 1851— the like' of 
which was never knowh before in its history^ — only 95'feet; while we 
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are told, officially, that " in ordinary (resheta" the Monongahala rises 
from 20 to 21 feet — in "very high floodn 30 feet — and at one time, in 
1824, the water rose "at several poifats, to the height of 40 feet!" The 
Kentucky river too, and Green river, in Kentucky— -both of which are 
improved by Locirs and dama, aa proposed with the Dee Moines — it 
may be here remarked, still aarpaas the Monongahala in their extra- 
ordinary floods— the latter rbing "from 4P to 50 feet," and the former 
"from 30 to 55!" 

By the report of the Engineer of the Monongahala company, made 
in January 1848, we learn that, Using hia own language, the " Locka 
and Dams" composing that improvement "enjoy no auperior advan- 
tages in point of location, and are not even based upon a rock fonnda- 
tion" — except in a single specified instance; while oura are all based 
upon rock foundation. And we learn further, from the Report of the 
President of that company, of January, 1851, that "during the period 
of more than six years," that had then elapsed, "since your (their) 
navigation was competed, it has been subjected to the severest tests 
of floods and ice without sufiering any material injury, or requiring 
any extraordinary repairs, and is now in good order, thus giving the 
strongest demonstration of the strength and durabilitj of the work." 
May not we, then, taking their experience, with a work not founded on 
rock, as ours is ao founded, calculate, with a reasonable degree of 
confidence, upon the durability of om-a, when it shall be completed? 

now EFFECTED BY LOW WATER. 

Another point established by the completion of the Bonaparte and 
Bentonsport dama may be appropriately referred to here, as illustra- 
tive of the character of the works. The present season, as is known 
to: all, has been one of remarkably low water in the rivers of the west. 
The Dea Moines— to apply a phrase often heard upon its banks, du- 
ring the fall — has come a good deal nearer than ever was known be- 
fore to "running dry." Much of its wide bed has been exposed na- 
ked for months, cut up by narrow rivulets, presenting a net-like ap- 
pearance — as of silver traced through an iron ground — ^when one 
rode along its banks. Yet, notwithstanding this very low stage of 
the river, the Dam at Bonaparte has been full to the crest, and over- 
flowing, throwing back the water, in full poo), to the Bentonsport 
works ; while at the latter point also, the mills on either side of the 
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river are now fully supplied, ami a surplus afforded amply Bufficient 
for the passage of boats. 

CLAIMS OF MILL OWNERS FOR DAMAGES. 

At Bentonsport was located one of the old dams, with mills on the 
north side of the river owned by James A. Brown, and on the south 
side by George C. Ailender & Co. The parties last mentioned, hav- 
ing come into possession of a charter granted by the Territorial Leg- 
islature of Iowa, in 1839, for the erection of a Dam in the Des Moines 
at that point — which charter ran for the term of 50 years, and 13 
years Of which term, conaequentlj', have now expired— presented tc 
the undersigned a claim for damages amounting to $24,150, for the 
alleged destruction of their dam, and stoppage of their mills, among 
other things, in consequence of the construction of the State works al 
the same place. In conformity with the 28th Section of the act of the 
■Legislature, of the 5th of February, 1851, it was agreed between the 
undersigned and- said Ailender & Co, to let the case go to trial before 
a jury at the Jefferson county court, in the following October. A post- 
ponement was had until the next March term, when the trial took 
plaee ; but, the jury having failed to return their verdict until after 
the adjournment of the court, it was not announced and docketted un- 
til the late October term, when a decree was entered up, and the whole 
matter finally disposed of. Copies of the agreement of the under- 
signed with said Ailender & Co. to try the case ; the finding ofthe ju- 
ry therein; and the decree entered up; will all be found herewith 
submitted, in the accompanying paper, marked (D.). An arrange- 
ment, it may be mentioned, verbally made by a former Board of Pub- 
lic Works, had; it is understood, guarantied to tiiem (said Ailender & 
Co.)— on the condition of their conveying to the state certain lands 
necessary for its use, at the point mentioned — the same amount of wa- 
ter power of which they were in possession at the time of the com- 
mencement ofthe state work there, for a period of fifty years fromita 
completion. 

A similar claim for damages to that of said George C. Ailender & 
Co., ivaa presented to the undersigned, in the month of October last, 
by James A. Brown, the mill owner on the north side of the river, 
amounting to $15,000. No satisfactory arrangement of this claim 
haring been effected, between the undersigned and said Brown, no- 
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lice .of petition for the commeiieement of a Kuit haa recently been 
Herved by the attorneys oi said Brown on the undersigned. 

THE ACCOUNT OF TAUL BRATTON, FORMER TREASaaER 
OF BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS, 

The late Board of Public Works, in their Report of Dee. ^nd 1850, 
called' attention to a deficit in the account of Paui Bratton, former 
Treasurer of the Board, amounting, aa shewn by the books of the of- 
fice, to $4,841.75; and recommended the necessary steps to be taken 
for the collection of the money — or such portion of it an might, upon 
an. investigation, be found to be actually due. No such steps, how- 
eyer, were taken by Legislative enactment; nor have the undersigned 
been able to discover any authoity, contained in the laws, requiring 
or authoriaing them to proceed and collect this money. The mgst, 
therefore, they have conceived it to be their duty to do in the matter, 
has been to receive from the securities on the Bond of Mr. Bratton, 
whatever amount they might feel disposed to pay over voluntai-ily,.on 
■the account ; and the sum of $3,551.81 was accordingly receipted for 
byJhe Register, on the 30th of June iast. The balance of$l,2S9.94, 
itiis maintained by the securities, who have given the matter their at- 
tention, will be materially reduced on a thorough investigation of the 
ftcoounts. Mr. Bratton has left the state, for Oregon ; having; prior 
to his departure from it, sold his small property, and paid, aa it is un- 
derstood, to his securities, the amount since handed by them . to the 
Register, as above stated. 

EFFECTS OF THE WORK, PRESENT AND PROSPECTIVE, ON 
THE DES M0INE8 VALLEY. 

Still another point than those already alluded to, which the com- 
pletion of the w:orks at Bonaparte and Bentonsport serves to illustrate, 
deserves to be mentioned here,, to wit: the pleasing scene ^of renewed 
life and animation thrown into those places, and which can not fail 
to be obyervfcd by. every, one visiting, them, aa prevailinglthere, in 
strong' contrast with the condition of things at.pther points where .notb- 
inghas 'been done. ■: Already, in addition to the extensive mills (among 
the most Valuable in Iowa)Df Messr8;Meek and Sons) .built someyears 
since, at Bonaparte, and thq.se .pf jMe3SFa,Ailender& Cfl.^i^nd J. A. 
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Brown, at ,Bp.iitoiie]>ort, above referred to, a large and expensive brick 
building baa been erected the present season, by the mill owners at 
the point first named, to be used as a woolen manufactory ; while that 
put up last year at Bentonsport, by Messrs. Green & Brothers — and 
which ia also a costly and highly valuable building — to be used as a 
papar manufactory — the only one yet buLlt for that purpose any where 
west of the Missisaippi — is now in in "tbe full tide of successful ex- 
periment." 

The enterprise of Messrs. Meek & Sons, and Messrs, Greene & 
Brothers, in thus leading ofi' as pioneers, in the manufacturing busi- 
ness on our beautiful river, is commendable, and entitles them to the 
thanks of the people. Their efforts are the first infant steps, the 
mere faint glimmering of the foreshadow of what, at some future, and 
no very remote day either, with water power created at intervals of 
but .a few miles all along the Des Moines, by the erection of dams 
like those at Bonaparte and Bentonsport, may be confidently predict' 
ed of the future of its noble valley — a valley, than which there is not, 
perhaps, in the wide-world one more capable — when its almost in- 
calculable resources, of unsurpassed fertihty of soil, (with no waste 
lands in its whole length and breadth), and inexhau stable beds of 
coal, shall come to be fairly and folly developed — of sustaining in af- 
.fluence, and surrounded by all the comforts and luxuries of life, a 
teeming population ! 

Then will the almost disheartening stagnation which now— for the 
want of an outlet lor its products, and the absence of any considera- 
ble manufacturing power — -pervades this magnificent valley, be 
changed, as if by the magicians wand, into one of unsurpassed ac 
tivity ; then will the drooping villages, some of which seem now as if 
struggling for existence, be converted into busy, b'feautiful towns, like 
the hundreds brought into being, from like causes, throughout all 
New England, New York, Ohio, and other states ; then will the farm- 
er, the artisan, and every class of men, find. a just reward for 
the enterprise and energy which they may put forth in theii- various 
pursuits in life i and then: will labor, and honest industry, no longer 
ask as a favor ailequate oompensation for employment, which is now 
sometimes sought in vain! This is no fancy sketch — no mere idle, 
glowing ■ picture, drawn simply to pleasei the imagination ; but thk 
TaoTH, as- the liindersigned believe, sincerely, and earnestly, it will de- 
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velope itaelf within less than twenty years from the day when thesn 
lines are written. 

REVENUES FROM CANALS, AND RIVERS IMPROVED BY 
LOCKS AND DAMS. 

In what has been said by the undersigned, in the preceding re- 
marks, it must not be supposed that they have been unobservant of 
the new direstion given to public sentiment, of recent years, compar- 
atively speaking, in favor of projects of a different description from 
that now under their charge — any more than they have been of th? 
disfavor, so to speak, in which works like ours have come to be re- 
garded by many persons, who have perhaps given the subject no se- 
rious examination, but thoughtlessly repeat, as is so often the case, 
what they hear from others, without stopping to inquii-e whether it be 
true or false. The question arises, then, la the sentiment adverted 
to a just sentiment, and one by which it will do to be governed in the 
management of great and important interests of a State ? Will, in 
other words, the construction of railroads— rapid as is the progress 
now being made in that respect, outstripping all the calculations 
made by their mo^t sanguine friends and advocates, but a lew years 
since — and eminently important, and desirable, as they are conceded 
to be— supersede entirely the use of canals, or lead to the abandon- 
ment of any of our important rivers, as channels for the transporta- 
tion of products, when they are of a character that can be so used, 
or made, by improvement, to answer that great purpose? Warm- 
ly as the undersigned are, and ever have been, the friend.^ and ad- 
vocates of rait-ronds, and truly desirous as they are of seeing them 
introduced immeifiately into Iowa, and made to cover it like net 
work, if you please, at an early day ; yet they do not believe one 
word of the proposition above stated, but, on the contrary, know it to 
be one not founded in truth, and experience — but utterly fallacious! 
Why, what do well established facts prove, beyond a contradiction? 
The great State of New York has a Canal connecting Lake Erie, at 
Buffalo, with the Hndson river, at Albany, over 300 miles in length, 
and completed more than a quarter of a century ago. Along the 
line of this canal a rail-road has been built, while another upon its 
opposite side is in serious contemplation; Yet the public voice of 
that great State demands loudly, even now, the enlargement of the 
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Cfinal — which will certainly be done — at an estimated expense of 
nine millions ofdollais, to permit of the carrying of che products of the 
" Great West," of which our own young State constitutes a part, tt> 
the commercial metropolis of the Union. 

Nay, further, notwithstanding the existence of the rail road refered 
to, running along the hank ot the Canal, or at least connecting the 
same points, and another in the more southern part of the state, link- 
ing Lake Erie, at Dunkirk, with the Hudson opposite the City of New 
York — built at an expense of many millions of dollars, and now also 
in full operation — notwithstanding, we say, the existence of these two 
great parallel rail roads, the Hudson and Erie Canal is a source of 
large revenue to the "Empire State," What the precise amount of 
that revenue is, the undersigned arc unable now to state ; but some 
idea of its extent may be drawn from the facts that, as we are credi- 
bly advised, it not only pays the annual expenses of the^govemment 
of that great State, but contributes besides to the creation of a sink- 
ing fund an amount which is calculated to be auificicnt to the ulti- 
mate liquidation of the entire State debt. So reliable a security is 
the revenue from the work refered to regarded by capitalists, that 
when, within a year past, the nine million loan above spoken of was 
actually authorised to be made, and its redemption based upon that 
revenue, by an Act of the Legislature of l::ievi York — since declared 
by her courts to be in violation of her Constitution, and hence treat- 
ed as a nullity— the whole amount of that great loan was taken by 
those capitalists, at rates varying, in the aggregate, little if any from 
par. 

But again, allusion has been made, in a precedi-ng part of this Re- 
port, to a proposition submitted only last spring, to the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania- -New York's great and worthy rival for the trade of 
the West— by a number of her prominent citizens, to lease her pub- 
lic works for a term of ten years, at an annual rent of the lajge a- 
mount of a milion of dollars! Now, these public works of Pennsyl- 
vania consist almost wholly of canals, and some of the men who 
made the proposition referred to have been much in charge of those 
worlis— and know their value. But the Legislature of Pennsylvania 
knew it also, it would seem ; and declined the offer. Along, or par- 
allel with, some of the most important of these Canals of Pennsylva- 
nia too, run rail-roads, like those of New York along hers. Need 
any thing more be said, then, to show that Canals and water trane- 
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Ijortatioii, for heavy articlea especially, are raoi "out of date, and behind 
the spirit of the age," as wefrequentlyheav inconsiderately remarked ; 
nor likely to become so? 

But we shall be told perhap9-"indeed the reQiark is one often 
heard---that although Canala may pay vvell, Rivers improved- by 
Locks and Dama do not; and that the latter have proven a- failure. 
That instances of such failures have occurred may be true; but is it 
not also true with regard to canals; nay even rail-roads themselves, 
some of which, from peculiar circumstances, have turned out iiotthe 
most productive investments? Unquestionably such is the fact; and 
were it necessary to establish it, eases ivoiild not be found wanting 
to do so. "What river, however, improved as we propose doing with 
the Des Moines, can be justly compared with it, as regards either its 
admirable adaptation to thatkind of improvment; in consequence of 
the combiuatiou it presents of rock bottom with firm banks, and the 
comparatively slight rises to which it is subject — or the almost bound- 
less capacity of the fertile valley through which it runs, for agricultu- 
ral production, to say nothing of the great coal bed which underlays 
it, from one extremity to the other? Not one, in all this Uuion! The 
rivers of Kentucliy, besides being subject, as has been already shewn, 
to a rise of 50 feet and upwards, pass, as is well known,, throiigh a 
country generally so far inferior to the Des JNToines vallej' as acaxcely 
to deserve a comparison with it; and the same may be said with equal 
truth as regards the Muskingum in Ohio,' and the Mouongahala'in 
■I'ennsylvania, both of which are bordered, to no' inconsiderable ex- 
tent, either by mountains or what would be regarded here as barren 
hills, unfitfor cultivation, with narrow valleys' interspersed, afibrding 
a small portion of soil suitable for tillage, as compared witb ninety- 
nine acres out of an hundred, throughout all Iowa. It is believed to be 
safe to say, that the country within any given distance; from five to 
twenty-five miles, on either side of the Des Moines; ia 'bapable of 
double the agricultural production at least, ,to speak '-within moderate 
bounds, that the valleys of either of those rivers. are, within alike' 
distance. Yet have the Improvements on the Musltingum and the 
Monongahala begun to pay quite weli^asiwe learn by ofiiiial reports 
before us. Thus, the nett revenue from the Muskingum wbrk, for the 
year 1851, as appears from the Report of the Board of Public Works 
oi'.Ohio,,was,$35,056.46, The Monongahalalraprdvement.wasicom- 
pleted in November,. 1844, after passing through a seriea:of disaaterB 
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far more disGouragiiig than any thai: have yet overfaken our own. as 
its liistoiyj embodied in ttie reports of its officers, aiid adw lying before 
UB, ahundautly demonstrates. Its receipts from tolW for' the first year, 
(I845).were ^28,579.70,611106 7/hich time they have gmic on increas- 
ing gradually, b'at sureSy, until 1850, {the Jast report before uS) when 
they reached the very handsome amount of ^6fi,318.3l,beinjjover 12^^ 
per cent on $517^25.21, which was the entire cost of the work;— 
What the "ncii income" has been for each aeparate yesr, the reports 
do not show; but for the year 1849 it is stated to have been $44,924, 
"after payment of.cxpnii£es and repairs," or.an.'ivcrogeof $11,056 fof 
each one of the four points where dams are located. One ofthe chief 
artielea of transportation on this work is coal, (he receipts for toil on 
ivhicji, forthe year jesO, were ^17,033.67, out of a total of ^';{i4,313.8J, 
as above stated; and yet this important article is carried over Us entire 
length, at the almost nominal rate of 2^ mills per bushel, basing " leas 
than 7 cenls per iov" cr ii-3-46i per thousand lushch! 

UNINTERUFTED KAVIGATION OP THE MONO:iGAHAL(V 
ElVER. 

We learn further, from the Hepovts for this vTork, that durtiig fom- 
years out of the six since its completion, navigation wan not suspend- 
ed on it a single day between Pittsburgh and Brownaviiie, even whea 
the river was Ice bound above the point last named! Saya the Pre- 
sident of the Company, Ganl, J. K. MoorheaJ, in hij Report of Jan- 
uary 1, 1849 : "The Stockholders will no doubt be gratified tp learn, 
"as the Board are to inform-them, that, as in fornier years, po inter- 
"ruption has occurred in the navigation for a single day, fi'om any 
"of those causes to which this improvement was suppojcd to be so 
"peculiarly' exposed ; high and iow wa!cr have proved alilie harmless ; 
"while the favorite idea of a long obstruction from the formation of 
"ice upou its deep and quiet pools has been e;Kploded by the fact 
"\ha.t,iovthclast three loisilcrs, t lie boats employed in the trade have 
"been making ihcir da^y trips to Brownsville, while the river ."fv^a 
"locked up by ice beyond that point;" and again, in his Report of 
January G, 18C1, he says : " It is gratifying to be able to state, that 
(luring the year 1350, the Navigation was not sii!:pcndcd a single dar/, 
"by ice or any other obstruction." 

Much more intcresthig matter might still be gleaned from the Re - 
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porta before us, in relation to the works of other states, and a good 
deal remains to be said with reference to our own; but the great 
length which this Report has already attained admonishes us to bring 
it to a close. Sufficient, it is hoped, has been shewn to demonstrate 
ihe points we have sought to establish ; to wit, first : the entire prac- 
(Tttiii/%, and perfect ease of constructing such a work as the Des 
Moines River Improvement, provided the money is had with which 
to do it; second : its certain durabiiity, after completion, if it be prop- 
ejly and substantia,lly constructed; and third: its undoubted utility^ 
notwithstanding the idle prejudices existing, to some extent, against 
works of that character, by those who have evidently given the sub- 
ject little or no attention. 

CA\ AND SHALL FUNDS BE RAISED TO CARRY THE WORK 
FORWARD TO A COMPLETION? 

It oiily remains to enquire whether means can, anJi should be raia- 
pd, for the contiimed prosecution of the work.beyond a reliance upon 
the proceeds of sales of Jands embraced in the grant; for, it is now a 
clearly ascertained fact, about which a doubt can no longer exist, that 
with the large debt hanging over the work— which should and must 
be paid— and the slow sbXhh of the lands, it is folly to expect to carry 
the Des Moines Improvement to a completion in many a long year — 
if ever ! The most that can be done, under the present state of things, 
is to let contracts entirely on credit, at a great additional cost, as well 
as a loss of that vigor and eiEdency which asystem of cash payments 
brings with it. It is hardly too much to say that the work can never 
be completed, unless some step be taken, by Legislative enactment, to 
infuse new life into it; and, to permit it to droop and die, now that 
a certain foundation is laid — on which to place it,and carryit through, 
would be, as it seems to the nndei^igned, a proceeding almost as fa- 
tal to the credit and honor of the State, as it surely would be to the 
interests of her citizens It is hoped that not one of the latter could 
wit"ness' with feelings of indifference, or any other than those of mor- 
tified pride, as an iowan, the occurrence of such a disaster ! 

Were matters now as they stood when the work was commenced, 
with the gr^int below the Raccoon Fork intael, and no money expen- 
ded, or debt created, a system might, it is thought, be adopted that 
would lead to its completion in ten or a dozen years, to wit : by com 
silencing at St, FraneisviUe, and proceeding to build, up stream, some 
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two or three Loclta and Dams a year— leaving the Canal below St. 
Frarioiaville until the work was well advanced toward completion, and 
ahoiild become a source' of revenue, as it doubtleaa would ; when it is 
believed that it might have been built wjth little or no difficulty. With- 
out that Canal, however, the Improvement can never be regardedaa 
completed. Under the adoption, I'roni the outset, of some such plan 
aa thia, the whole work might probably, vi?e say, have been buiit in a 
dozen yeara- -or fifteen at furthest.. What has been done, however, 
cannot be recalled, and we must now look matters plainly in the face 
---and meet them as they exist i 

In the earlier pages of this Report, where an account fli&s given of 
the visit of the. Commissioner to the Ea.st, last spring and summer, 
and hia negotiations with ca.pstalista in New York referred to, the 
ground was finally taken by the latter, as their letters show, that notli- 
ing short of the credit of the State of Iowa, or-~to use the language 
of one of them— the creation of "a dii'ect and constitutional debt," on 
the part of the State, would be sufficient to ensure the raising of funds 
with which to carry forward our work ; and the same idea occura in a 
letter to the commissioner from Mr. Forrer of Ohio. Now if the peo- 
ple of Iowa were willing, and ready, to sanction the creation of such a 
debt, reserving the lauds for ila ultimate payment, there is of course 
no doubt thai money could be saved by it, in the aggregate cost of 
the work ; because the Bonds of the Slate, bearing an interest of aix 
per cent, would unquestionably find a ready sale, in the present con- 
dition of the monetary affairs of the country, and probably at qnite a 
handsome premium. The State of Missouri sold her bonds in New 
York, last snmmer, at 105, and some of them as high aa J09. The 
difference between such a sale, and one at a considerable discount, 
without the state credit, would amount of course, in the aggregate, 
to a verj' large sum. Probably, however, it would not do to antici- 
pate the receipt of verj- much of a premium on the sale of our bonds, 
as a change may occur in the money market to prevent their being 
sold for more than par. It is still hoped too, that a resort to the ex- 
pedient suggested may not become necessary, even should it meet 
with tlvc ready concurrence of the people of the State ; and that the 
Bound, non- debt- creating policy of Iowa-— except in case ol an im- 
portant ereiergency, calling imperatively for a deviation from it-— 
which has hitherto prevailed, may thus continue to be adhered to. 
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NEGOTIATIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE OF COMMISSION' 
ER WITH MESSRS. PAGE & BACON— TllEIR PROPOSL. 
TION. 

While on liis way to the East, in March, the Commissioner, in pas- 
sing through St. Louis, sought an interview withMeasrs; Page & Ba- 
con, Bankers of that city, throughwhose agency, it is understood, hep 
loans, iiad those, of recent date, for the State of Missouri, have been 
negatiatedj The-y were not then inclined to take hold of our work. 
Some time in October, on again visiting St. Louis, the Commiasionfer 
obtained another interview with that firm, when a confident opinion 
was expressed by them that, with the requisite power for the Coih- 
missioiifir to act in the matter, to be obtained from, the Legislature 
of Iowa,al!the money necessary- to complete our work couid be read- 
ily procured from them, or through their agency, provided the details 
of the transaction could bo agreed upon. Out of this last mentioned 
interview grew a correspondence between the Commissioner and 
Messrs. Page & Bacon, a copy of which i.s herewith submitted, 
marked (E.) On receiving their letter of the 13th of the present 
month, (which did not come to hand until the lath) expressing a 
wish to be put iu possession of more full and minute information, in 
regard to the probable cost of our work;, how long it would take to 
.complete it; and what the revenue deriveabie from the same would 
be likely to be; the Commissioner was so much cngai^ed, in the pre- 
pai-ation of this report, and other matters connected with his bfticia! 
duties, that it was found to be wholly out of hia power to visit St. 
Louis in person, At that time. lie immediately, however, instructed 
the .Chief Engineer upon the work, Guy Wells, Esq.— whose coiihex- 
ion and intimate acquaintance with all its details, since its very 6oiri- 
mencRment, fitted him well for the task— to proceed at once to St, 
Louis, and lay before Messrs. Page & Bacon, verbally, a full state- 
ment of the history of the work, and its future prospects, so. far a-SjiKy 
in his power. This he did, and returned home on the 26lhinst.,bring- 
ing with him t!ie letter of Messrs. Page & Bacon of the 23d, address-^ 
ed to the Commissioner, wherein they make a distinct proposition to 
fHrnish the furtdsneoesaary to complete the Dea Moines river improve- 
ment within five years from the first of January next, provided the 
amount so required shall not exceed one million three hundred thou- 
sand dollars, inclusive of thepresent debt, with interest, and any other 
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iiabilitiea of the wotK— wMch ia named by them at an aggregate aatm 
of one hundred andtw«nty, thousand dollars; or, in other words,, leav- 
ing, beyond the present assumed, indebtednesa and liabilities of the- 
work, one million one hundred andeighty thousand, dollars, to be ap- 
plied to ita further prosecution: and completion. 

This proposition of Mes&ra. Page & Bacon is based upontbe re- 
quirement, from them, of the State to convey- to tJiemi in fee simple, 
all the unsold lands embraced in, the Des Moines grant; and. further, 
that they shall have the excliieive use and control" (should they »e de- 
aire)!of the Improvement, ivith its profits from':toUs and.water rants-— 
ficept rights and privileges, withi reference to the latter, .already 
granted to others, the tiofdere of which shail.make paymenfc to them, 
—for tbe term of 25 years from the completion ofithe workr-'say 30 
years from the first of January next. These are the great, leading 
features of the proposition of Messrs. Page dt- Bacon. Ther« arc 
nameroua other provisions, and details, embraced.in.thivteen^eparatc 
articlea, some of which at least, would, it is thought^ require essential 
modification before they could be assented to by^the Btatfr— that, for 
initance, giving to them the privilege of making, contracts, for the 
work to be done on, the improvement, which, as it now- reads in their 
proposition, could be construed into permittin^.them .to fix-th& prices, 
aa well aa to designate the contractors— and i soma other items; hardly 
less olflectionable; It is supposed^ however, .thatsachvwas not the 
construction designed to be put upon .thfi second article of their pro- 
position — which' was hastily prepared^ and-.copied, for, Mr. Welts- to 
bring home with. him; and the hop© is entertained, that a. further, psr- 
sona! conference upon the subject, with Mesere-. pEtge & Bacon, if the 
agents oflhe state were clothed with the requisite power tOiact'in the 
matter, oould Be brought to result ina. contract that, would beacGs;pt- 
»ble tothe state. 

eREAT-IMPOfa'AJNCE OF THE WORK^-SHAtL IK BE COM- 
PLETED, OR ABAJVDOMED?. 

At any rate, after the repeated an d" persevering; 6Sbrt0,MtBsiiccoM ~ 
fdllymade to carry the workJbrward toa completion, by other meaiM,. 
and. through. other ■channels^. this would seem, now to be the onlj one 
Ir.ft open. to secure its acoomplishment, short of a loaa>&om the state 
W'lier credit to the work; and, ia the po«.«bl« event. of a. failure. to,j 

W18 SWWBS. nEPaKT, — & 



,^c.nXi00gle 



34 

consummate a satistactory arrangement, tinder this proposition of 
Messrs. Page & Bacon, it will be for the Representatives of thepeoplf, 
fresh from their respective constituencies, to decide whether or not 
provision should be made, in advance, for obtaining from the people 
of Iowa, if they are willing: to give it, the credit of the state, or her 
endorsement of the worli, — rather than that it should be permitted to 
prove an entire failure. 

She has now, beyond dispute, a million of acres of land applicable 
1o the great object mentioned, which, if held in reserve, and sold at 
their actaal valae, would probably, in the end, pay for the Improve- 
ment twice over ; besides work already done upon it to the amount 
of $300,000; and to suifer it now, in this condition of thinga---vvith,a 
solid and perfectlj reliable foundation on which to rest, and so much 
progress made iti its constraction-— to go down to ruin and decay, 
would be impolitic, and unwise in the last degree ; nay, a permanent 
discredit to the State ! So at least it seems to the undersigned, with 
the views entertained by them In regard to the high importance of the. 
work. The Des Moines River Improvement is the only public work 
the young State of Iowa has yet undertaken. It will be, if carried tu 
a compledon, her great work, as long as she remains a member of our 
glorious Union, or time itself lasts. Rail roads may be built, and 
will be built, rapidly when once commenced— which wilSbe ere long; 
and by the score in afler years— probably within this 19th centnrj'; pos- 
sibly before the half of what remains of it shall have passed away \ 
and, when so built, they will be productive of noble benefits tO' the 
people, and advance, with giant strides, the wealth and power of the 
State. Yet, build as many Rail roads as we may, the Des Moinea 
River Improvement, once finished, from the mouth of the river to Fort 
Des Moines, will, we repeat, remain forever Iowa's Great Woek, occu- 
pying the position which the great Hudson and Erie Canal does to 
New York, and the Saltimore and Ohio Rail road to Maryland. — 
Passing diagonally through the State, fully four hundred miles, and by 
its centre, where her future CAriTor, will be reared, and her greal- 
ast inland Town grow up around it, upon the bosom of the beautiful 
Des Moines, when once permanently improved for uninterrupted nav- 
igation, as is contemplated, will float, to the "Great Father of Wa- 
ters," much the largest portion of the products of her entire valley— - 
nay, probably, of the entire State itself, of which that valley is the- 
great heart and center; while upon herbanks will spring rapidly In- 
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to existence numerous thriving manufacturing towns, finding, in th& 
vast water power created by the works, perpetual food upon which to 
found a growth aa Bubatantial, and durable, as it will be gratifying 
and surprising ! 

REPORT OF ENGINEER, AND ACCOUNTS OF REGISTER 
AND COMMISSIONER. 

The annual Report of the Chief Engineer, Guy Weils Esqr,, which 
is herewith submitted (marked F) embraces an account of the work 
done on the Improvement during the last year, with valuable sugges- 
tions in regard to several points connected with it. The undersigned 
find pleasure in reiterating the expression of their approbation of the 
faithful and zealous manner in which Mr. Wells, as well as Ms assis- 
tant M. M. Hayden Esqr. have discharged the duties of their respec- 
tive statiooa, andthe warm interest constantly manifested by them ia 
the success of the work. The same testimony is cheerfully borne al- 
so with reference to Mr. J. B. Knight, whose services, as superinten- 
dent of masonry, and in the discharge of every duty to which he has 
been assigned, have been at all times promptly and faithfully render- 
ed. Now that the river is again open for navigation, the services of 
Mr. Knight are wiioliy dispensed with, and the salary of the Chief 
Engineer reduced to the rate of six hundred dollars per annnm. The 
accounts of the CommisBioner and Register also accompany this Re- 
port, respectively marked C, and H, 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
V. P. VAN ANTWERP, Commissioner, 
GEORGE GILLASPY, Register.- 
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fleCllMBNTS ICiMPliHM THi BiPBRf. 



[A.] 

DVfICE of the DeS MoiMES RiVCK iMPEOyMEN'rJ 

Ollumwd, Iowa, February 18, 1852. ; 
At a iiieeting, this day held, of the Commissioner and Register of 
Said Improvement, the following Resolution and Order were adopted 
Whereas; Messra. Bangs, BfiJthers & Co., Contractors on the De» 
Moinea River Improvment, have failed to comply with the terms et 
the contract entered into by them with the Commissioner and Regis- 
ter of said Improvment,on theOthdayof August A. D. 1851; in this: 
that they, aaid Bangs, Brothers & Co., have not furnished the money' 
required to pay for the work doncj and the materials necessary to be 
used, on the three jobs at Oroton, Bonaparte and Bentonspoi^, ac- 
cording to the terms of said contract ; in conisequencfe of which fail- 
ure, on their part, the wOrka at those points are not yet in a condition 
t© admit of the passage of Steam Boats— nor made the provisions in- 
dispensibly necessary for carrying forward the works at other points, 
in compliance with the terms of said contract, ae provided more par- 
ticularly in the ninth Section thereof; and whereas the interests oi' 
said Improvement, aa well as those of the public, are suffering great- 
ly in consequence thereof; And whereas, by such failure, said Bangs, 
Brothers & Co., have forfeited said contract, on their part; and 
uiAsrefts it is absolutely necessary that money be procured, with the 
least possible delay, for the purposes above mentioned, and moat e- 
speciaily to pay for the work done, and yet to be done, on the three 
Jobs at Croton, Bonaparte and Bentonaport, to put them in a condi- 
tion to pass Steam Boats up and down the River, Therefore : 

Resolved; That the subjoined order for the opening of this office, 
on the first day of March next, for the sale of lands at private entry, 
and for a Public Sale, to be held at Fort Des Moines, and to com- 
mence on the 25th day of March nest, be, and the same is hereby 
adopted. 

V. P. VAN ANTHWERP, Commissioner. 

GEORGE GILLASPy, Register. 
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DES MOINES RIVER LAND SALES. 

Offecr of Des.Moin'es River Improvement;? 
OiiwmwKt, Iowa, February 18, 1852. S 

NOTICE is hei'eby given that a Public Sale oi lands embraced in 
rti« Grant made by the act of Congress of August 8th, 1848, to aid in 
the improvement of the Des Moines River, will be held at Fort Des 
M.oines, on Thursday the 25th of March, 1852, when and where a!i of 
said JantJe, contained in the following described' Townships, and 
Ranges, wiJIbe offered for sale, to-wit: Townehip 80 North, in Range 
23 West; Townships 78, 79, SO, 81, 82, and 83 North, in Range 25 
West; Townships 8,0 and 81 North, in Range 24 West; Townships 80, 
81, 82, and 83 Noi-th, in Range 2G West; Ako, all that portion of 
Township 78 North, in Range 24 West, and Township 76 North, in 
Ranges '•2,-i,, 23, and 24 ^Yest, that has not heretofore been offered at 
J*ubiio Sale. The above described Lands will hot be sold at a less 
price than $1,25 per acre. The sale above mentioned wiU continue 
for one week, or until all the Townships named shall have been of- 
fe'ed. And further notioe is hereby given, thai: on Monday Uie ftrsi 
■'M"^ of March next, this oSice will be open, at OUumica, for the entry, 
nt private sal^, and at a price notless than $1,25 per acre, of all 
lamia in said above diacribed grant which have heretofore been offer- 
i^d at public sale, and eti!i remain unsohl; and that it will be kept 
(■'pen for that purpose until Saturday the 20th day of March, 1852. 

The Townships above deacribed will be offered in the following or- 
der, to-wit: On Thursday, March 25th, Township 7B, Range 24, and 
Township 79, in Ranges 23, 23, and 24; On Friday, March 2Gth, 
Township GO, Range 23, and Townships SO and 81, in Range 24; On 
Saturday, March 27th, Townships 78, 79, 80, in Range 25; On Mon- 
day, March 29th, Townships 81, 82, and 83 in Range 25; On Tues- 
day, March 30th, Townships 80 and 81 in Range 26; On Wedm^s- 
slay, March 31st, Townships 82 and 83, in Range 2fi. 

GEORGE GILLASPY, Register. 

V. P. VAN ANTWERP, Commissioner. 
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LETTER FROM COMMISSIONER TO BANKERS iN N. YORK. 

New Yoek, May 24, 1853. 

Messrs. Duncan, Shermayi Sf Co., Bankers, N. Y. 
In the course of the several interviews I have had with you, since 
my arrival here in April, with reference to a sale of the "Des. Moihea 
River Improvmewt" Certificates of Indebtedness, or "Construction 
Stock," I have stated that, to secure the payment of such certificates, 
the lands granted by CoTigress, for said Improvment, and still remain- 
ing unsold — amounting to owr a million of acres — might be pledged, 
together with the profits to accrue from tiie works when conslfiicted, 
to wit: the water rents and to/fa, for such number of y«are a^^mig^it be 
agrefcd upojj;' and 1 have, besides placing in your hands, fc^. exaini- 
' nation, all the Reports, and other documents in my posseBayjii, hav^ 
ing any reference to the matter, explained to you, as fully ,§s.J v^as 
able to de, the progress and condition of the wprk, with. the. futiirc 
prospects in regard to it. 

Having given the subject your careful attention, you have stated 
tome verbally, as the result of your deliberations upon it, the diffi- 
culties that present themselves in the way of such a loan, and the 
present impossibility, as you believe, of effecting it. 

Will you please, gentlemen, to give me a statement of those rea- 
sons in writing, and to furnish me, lurthermore, with, an expression of 
your views as to the course best and necessary to be pursued, in. order 
to raise funds for the vigorous and speedy prosecution of the work re- 
ferred to. 

Yon have repeatedly suggested the pledging of the .faith of the 
State to redeem the Bonds. Could funds be raised, probably, for the 
vigorous and speedy prosecution of the work, upon favorable terms, 
with the lands, or their proceeds, set apart to create a sinking fund, 
backed by the pledge of the faith of the State of Iowa, as you sug- 
gest, to secure the payment of the debt? 

The " Certiticates," or " Construction Stock," now proposed to be ia,- 
sued, were to bear an interest oi eight per centum per annum. 

Wotjd, or would not, a skc per cent stock, of the character sug 
gested , probably find a ready sale, upon favorable terms? 
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By replying to tliie coratnanication, at your earliest contenience, 
:yoH will oblige 

Yburs, Very Respectfully, 

V. P. VAN ANTWERP, Com'r, &c. 



From Messrs. Duncan, Sherman ^ Co. 

Office of Messrs. Duncan, Shehman & Company,) 
Bankers, New York, May 27, 1853. ] 
Genl. Y. P. Van Antwerp, Com'r Public Works of Iowa : 

DbaH Sir : In reply to your note of the S4tti inat, we beg to ob- 
serve tliat, in the various persona! interviews we have' had the pleas- 
ure to have with you, relative to a sale of the " Des Moines River Im- 
provement Certificates of Indebtedness," or "Construction Stoik," we 
have expressed to you our opinion of the impossibility of negotiating 
a aeeurity of that character, carrying with it, as it does, no promise 
of payment, or pledge of faith, on the part of the State, of the nature 
of a debt, but a simple obligation on its part, as Trustee, to apply the 
proceeds of the lands, dedicated to that object, and the revenues that 
may be derived from the proposed works. jSmcA abasia of security, 
wc feel sure, will not command enough of confidence to induce capi- 
talists to invest in it; and we are unable to say to you that we see 
.any prospect in the future, such as to afibrd the least encouragement 
that securities of this character may be hereafter negotiated. 

The inducement of an extravagant rate of interest, such as the cer- 
tificates refered to present, will not as we think, be strong enough to 
overcome the doubt which will exist as to their sufficiency, and the 
want of confidence in their being adequate to the prompt payment of 
interest, and reimbursement of principal, at maturity. 

In view of such an appropriation of the public lands as is suggest- 
ed by the " Homestead Bill," now pending before Congress, you can 
not fail to perceive that the chi^f basis on which your certificates will 
rest may, be rendered very insufficient, and possibly almost valueless. 

In view of these facts, the only siiggestioii we are enabled to' make, 
in answer to your request, is to. recommend such action on the part 
of the people and Legislature of your State (if it is their desire lo 
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borrow money for the improvements referred to) aa will create a rfi* 

rect and ConsiUulional debt, makiag such provbion, if yon please, as 
will set apart the land donated by the government, for the creation of 
a sinking fund, and pledging the faith of the State of Iowa for the 
prompt payment of interest and principal. 

Such a debt, legitimately created, we have little doubt, could be 
advantageously negotiated, through proper channels, at a rate of ia- 
tereat not exceeding 6 per cent. 

We are. Respectfully, 

Your obedient servants. 

DUNCAN, SHERMAN & CO. 



From Simeon Draper . 

New YoHK.May 26, 1852. 
Gen^. y. P- Van Antwerp: 

Dear Sir : Your favor of yesterday is receiv- 
ed. In reply, I beg to say, that I have been zealous in my efforts to 
negotiate the securities you refer to, but find it quite out of the ques- 
tion to do 60, in their present shape. 

I have endeavored to impress upon capitalists the perfect security 
of the Bonds, and urged the high character of the parties officially 
connected with the Trust, but have, notwithstanding, oeen unable to 
place ihem. 

1 know of no other way which will make your negotiation take 
the position of a first class security, except by engaging the faith of 
your State, by a pledge of the lands already ceded by the United 
States Government. If this can be obtained, and Bonds be issued; 
with some 20 years to run, bearing an interest of 7 per cent, with 
coupons payable semi-annually, in this city, I am sure the high char- 
acter of the security will enable you to obtain the money at once, at 
rates as favorable as most of the other States. Perhaps 6 per cent 
would be as well as seven, but my views are rather favorable to an 
interest which is general with us during a series of years. 
I am, with great respect 

Your obedient servant, 

S. DRAPER. 

DES MOINES KEPOKT. 6 
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From James G. King 6f Sons. 

New York, 27, May 1852. 
V. P. Van Antwerp, Esq., CoJiimissione?- of PiAUc Works of Iouxl: 

Dbak Sie — We beg to state, in answer tO your favor of the S5th 
inst., asking us to give ycJu, in 'writing, the i-easona which we, have 
stated verbally for our opinion that the "Conatruction Stock" could 
not, under present circumstance a, be negotiated in our. market; that 
the chief objection to such a security arises from the want of a gene- 
ral knowledge in regard to the value, and probability of sale of the 
lands, or of the amount of tolls from the slack water navigation pro- 
posed to be created, in a region so far distant, and so little known, to 
our money lenders; these considerations being of paramount import- 
ance, before any negotiation of such a character could be succeea- 
fully undertaken. 

It is not easy for us to state what should be "the course best and 
necessary to he pursued, lii order to raise funds for the vigorous and 
speedy prosecution of the work re fere d to" — but, to the question, 
whether this could be done, probably, upon favorable terms, with the 
lands, or their proceeds, set apart to create a sinking fond, backed by 
the pledge of the' credit of the State of Iowa to secure the payment 
of the debt; we should now readily give an affirmative answer — espe- 
cially if the law Creating such a loan should authorize the Commis- 
sioner of Public Works, or other proper officer, to levy, without fur- 
ther legislation, aa the necessity arose, a state tax, to be applied to 
the punctual payment of the interest, and to the establishment of a 
sinking fund for the redemption of the principal, in case the tolls and 
revenues, fronithe Improvement to be made, and the proceeds of the 
lands pledged, should prove insufficient for the annual amorait need- 
ful for those' purposes. 

This c.ours,evva3 adopted by the State of Ohio, when putting forth 
her first loans, for Piihliolniprovements; and to that provision may be 
ascribed the facility of borrowing, and the high credit which have been 
enjoyed by that state. 

Whether a 6 per cent stock, of this character, would command a 
ready negotiation, when it shall hereafter be proposed, must depend 
upon the general value of money, in this country and abroad — which 
cao not be foretold now. 
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^e shall be glad if theag suggestions prove of service to you; .and 
we nQv^r remain, ■ 

Dear Sir, .ReapectfuUyiyoura, 

JAMES G. KING& SONS. 



I.ETTERS FROM MESSRS. STURGESAND FORRER, OF OrirO. 

Peinceton, Indiana, June 8, '1852. 

Dear Sir: When I parted with you at Zanesville, in March last, I 
promised to write you about the first of May, if I found that I could 
visit you in. that month. - l have delayed, that I might see my way 
clear before this time.. _ The weather has been so uiijfayorable to-our 
progress here that it will reqjiire the greatest exertions of Mr. Hosn^gc 
and myself both,, to^ complete our work by the close of our time (l^t. 
November.) lean not, therefore, promise myself, the -visit for eomp 
time to -come. 

Did you find acontractor East? and ia your work lilt &ly. to progress., 
either under your former, or a new arrangement? 

Please write me either here or at Dayton, Ohio. I shall he here 
until Ist. July. Yours truly, 

SAML. FORREIi- 

Gen, Ver Planck Van Antwerp, Keokuk. 



South Eenb, Indiana, July 5, 1852. 

M>/ Dear Sir: I am on my way to Fond du Lac, on some business, 
and can not ?tow visit you, as I had hoped 1 should be able to dp about 
this time. My friend. T. Dowling, of Terre Haute, with whom I have 
had some conversation, about your Iowa public iniprovemeiita, thinks 
he would be glad to accompany me to your place ahou,t the 1st of 
October, and thence to Fort Des Moines, and the "sources" of the 
River Will that period be a favorable season of the year for such a 
tour? If not, what time will be best? 

If Congress gives your state lands — her proportion, as proposed — 
can she do better with them than to make such liberal grant, to a com- 
pany of men strong enough to construct a rail road from the "Fort" 
to the "source of the River?" If such a project could be carried out 
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1 should be giad to be intereated, and have little doubt the men and 
money can be found, if the land,msiifficietU quanlil^,chti be had. — 
When does your Legislature meetj and what do you think of this 
matter? Of course tkia would be connected with a contract to take 
your present "river improvement lands," and finish that work first.— 
I should be glad to find a letter from you at ZanesvUle, on my return 
there about the 15th instant. Yours truly, 

SOLOMON STURGES: 
Gen. Ver Planck Van Astwerp, Keokuk, Iowa. 



PlitflCEToH, InCa. Sept. 13, IBSa. 

My Dear Sir S I have yours of August 30, via Dayton. Mr. Stjir- 
g»e left me on the 8th inst. He came liere more than h^If inclined 
t» visit your country now, but, finding that It would be fatal to our 
pFospects of flnisliing liere in time, if I should leave, and desiring 
that we should, together, not only see your country, but your work al- 
eo, he concluded to postpone his contemplated visit for the present. 
|n July and August our work gufiered severely fj-om Cholera. 100 
men died out of 800, Until then we had the work completely un- 
der our control, and could have finished within the time required 
by our agreement, with so much ease that I could have spared amonth 
to visit you. Now it will require extraordinary exerertions, and* my 
constant attention, to enable ua to finish by the middle of November 
— half a month over our time. We have, however, a promise from 
William J. Ball, Esqr. with whom, I believe, you are acquainted, to 
go to Keokuk some time in October. As soon aa we can fix a time 
certain, I will advise you. In the meantime, allow me to euggest that 
you look forward to an early provision, by your Legislature, for au- 
thority to issue bonds, with a pledge of the faith of the State for some- 
thing like the amount you think would be required to complete your 
Improvement. This would ensure ilie early completion of the pork, at a 
fair 7ate of cost. 

I thinlt Mr; Sturges will write you from Zanesville. 

P. S. I shall be glad to hear I 

from you here, or at home \ Yours Truly, 

SAMUEL FORRER. 
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Zanesville, Ohio, Sept. 14, 1852. 
Dear Sir: On returning home from the Wabash and Erie Canaf^ 
two days ago, I foupd your letter of Augu»l 30th- We have suffered 
dreadfully by Cholera oh our Canai job — have lost 100 men, out of a 
foree of 800. We hope still to finish in November, if the weather 
proye "favorable for work. I left Mr. Forrer on the line, where he wilt 
reniain until the job is finished— r-or until the finlshishing, (Ais/uWj is 
hope^esa. W$ came to the coflciusion that it would be so late hefors 
kecould leave that a visit to your State this fall would probably be im- 
possible. We vvUl endeavor to make it as soon as soon as the weather 
ehaU b,e fuitable in the spring;, 

Oix looking over a iit,ap of your state, and with the Dea Moines Im- 
proreBient in view, \ have thought it would be desirable to have a rail 
rond frorri the "Fort" northerly to the sources of, the lies Moines, 
(through ti^e lands granted fgr the River Improvement) and from th» 
"Fori" west, to some point on the Missouri — say Council Bluffs, or 
new" it- I think there wJU ultimately feg' two or ijyee ro^a trom the 
"Fort" to diiferen( points on the Mississippi — -.perhfips one to Keokuk, 
Burlington,, and pavenpoit each— the latter through ^o^ya City. 

Noiy^I tljUiikyou should, the comingBessionof Congress, get grants, 
of lands for these objects, as liberal as possible, if the inducements. 
are of a favorijle character, 1, beheve my friends (who have ample- 
measa), would make the road^ flxim the '*Fort" west and north, and 
fioisH the RivW Improvement. 

t?ftn,V.P, VAN ANTWERP, ) Very Truly 

Seokuk ) Yours ikc, 

Iowa, y SOl-DMON STURGES. 



[D.] 

4-grfanintl. 
Ceofge e.. Allend«r & Co. ^, 

m, { Di'5trict Court ofJcfferMm. 

VerPlaokYan Antwerp, ^. County at the October 
C«»miBflioner of the Public | Term, A. 0. 1851. 

Works ef th^ State of Iowa- Jr 

I( is agreed, between George C: AUeniier & Co. of the Srat part, 
and Ver Plank Van Antwerp, Commissioner, andi @eorge Gillaipy, 
Ksgtitcr of ths Dea Moioea River Imprevement, oli th» Mcond pMt? 



,,c.nXiOOgle 



46 

m lollows That when this agreement is filed m the office of the 
Clerk of 'taid Gouit the above entitled ciusei=hail be foithwith sJo k 
eted by said Cleik and become one of the smta m eaid Court and 
the hhng of this tgreement as> afore'iaid shall constitute an appe ir 
ance by both piities in taid Oourt, without any other or fmther no 
tice, or pioeess baid paities of the fiistpait agree to file their Pet 
tion m said Court bj the lOlh dty ol Septembpi next and alioaerve 
a copy on said Van Antwerp at Iveoliuk and said parties of the eec 
ond part agiee to tile their ansner within filteen dijs fiom the time 
such copy ife served on said Van Antwerp 

'said petition shall set forth all thv claims of e\ery description 
which said pai-ties of the iiist p-ui have giowing out of said Des 
Moines Ri\ei Improvent and which mi^ht be set up and demanded 
jn the above entitled cause Said petition &hall aUo offer to com e\ 
to th(. State the north halt of Lot-< one {I ) twc {2 ) three {3 ) tnd 
four (4 ) in Block tvio (^ ) , and noith h^tlt oi lot one (] j m Block 
thiee (3 )in the town of South Brntonapoit Vin Bui en ooiinty, and 
the Couit 01 Court ind Jurj or Rtleires a'' the ca^fc maj be, shEtll 
have the right to decide that and putics ot thefii t p-^it ah^U convev 
said Imdo to the^ttte and sh'=iU aloo have the right to decide for 
what considerations and upon \^hat terra" &uch convej&nce shill be 
made not going bejond matters connected siith a^id Des Moines 
River Improvement. 

The said parties of the second part shall file their answer, an 
aforesaid, containing such claims, demands, and aliegatiohs, as they 
nray deem' prdperand' expedient; and when said petition and answer 
are filed, as aforesaid, the case shall proceed to judgement like any 
other case in said Court; and all questions therein sballbe final- 
ly adjudicated in said Court, without the right of appeal in either 
party. 

Each party shall have the right to piead and conduct the caae by 
attorney. 

Dated August 29, 1851. 

G-EOUGE C. ALLENDERVS^Co. 

VER. PLANCK VAN ANTWERP, Cojn^r 

GEORGE GILLASPY,' Register: 
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George C. AHender & Co. ") 
vs. I 

CommlseLorrer of Board of )■ In District Court of Jefferson' 
PobHc Worka of the State \ County Iowa, 

of Iowa. j 

The agreement of eubmissiOn in the above case is herby eo far 
changed as to authorise either party, phiintiff or defendant, to take 
exceptions, and appeal to the Supreme Court, as fully and perfectly 
aa though no prohitory clause was contained in the original agree- 
ment of submission, and so mueh of said orgina! agreement as pro- 
hibits either party from appealing is hereby rescinded. 

March 10th 1852. Wright ifeHalhattOrneye for 

George C.iAlIender &Co. 
Reeves &, Miller for the 
Defendants. 



INSTKUCTiONS OFTIIE COURT AWT) FINDING OPTHEJURY. 

George C. AUenderA Co. ) 
vs. > 

Board of Public Worka, ) 
The Jury will aaocrtain aud report to the court :. 
1.. , Are tho Ptaintilfa entitled to damages? Answer: Yes. 
a. Did the location and erection of the state dam, by the Board of 
Public Works, damage the plaintiffs? Ansiccr: Yes. 

3. How much damage from the loss of the irae of water power ?—- 
Answer: Thirty six hundred doHai'a- 

4. How much was the value of labor and materials furnished by 
plaintifla, in repairing tlieirdam. Answer: One hundred and fifty 
dollars , 

5. How much are the N. i of Lots 1. 2. 3,, and 4., in Block 2, and' 
the N. 4 of Lot l,in Blrfck3, in South Bentonsport,w9rlh? Ansu^r : 
Four hundred doitara. 

0. What was the entire value of the plaintiffs mill property, inclu- 
ding half the danij.at :the time of the commiasion,of the, act com- 
plained of? Ansicer: Thirteen thousand two hundred-dollars. 

7. What would it cqst plaintiffs to take the.,water from the Btaf« 
dani.to their mill, where it stood at the time of the stopping,? Answer: 
Twenty seven haiidred and seven dollarij. 
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8. What would h eoat to bring all orpJaintifla mills and machine- 
ry, saw milla inclaaiYe, up to the state dam? Ansteer; . Four thou,- 
sand nine hundred dollars. 



George C. AUender \k Co, "\ 
lis. ] 

V. P. Van Antwerp Com'r& )■■ 

George Gillaepy, Register, |, 

Dea MoittcB River Imp't J 

This day tbia cause came OB. toi be heardt for filial judgment; andi 
it appearing from the verdict ot the Jury in. tnia case, that it would 
cost the earn of twenty seven> humlredandiseven-doUars tocarry the 
water power from the new dam, ereeted by the defendants, to the ojd: 
tnilla of riaintifis, and it being: admitted that the eaw iiull.of Plaintiffs 
could n.ot be uaed in its position, at ths time of the interruption of de- 
feadants water povrer ; and the BUnii o£fijur hundred, doliara being, 
agreed oa by the parties aa art amount for- adjusting that difRculty , 
which was not included, in. the a&reBaidisum,of twenty seyen.hundred 
and seven dollars; aad^ the jury halving, assessed^ the value of the lota 
hereinafter mentioned at the snmioffour hundred dollars ; and.it alac 
being agreed by the partiea that plaintiffs, w.ere- uaing, at the time 
above mentioned, a,w.aterpow,er, at the ordinary stage of the river,, 
aufilcient to run Biis,.pair of Bur Stones of four f6et anda half diame- 
ter;, /(is therefore, ordend, adjudged „and decreed, by the Couri, That 
the Bla.in.tiffB shall have of: the water power to bfifurniseedbylhe new. 
dam of the eaid. Board of Public Works, GufBcient, at the ordinary 
•ta&e of the river, to run six, pair, of Burr Stones, of the diameter of 
four feet and. a half, for the period- o£ thirty eeven years from the reur 
dition.of this judgjnent; andttii&t, the defendants execute a. leae* 
therefor,, accordinglif ; and that they recover of the defendants th« 
sum oftwenty. seven. hundred. and.sevfiU; dollars,; and, also the further 
»um,of four hundredfidoUars aa aforeaaid; withtinterest thereon from, 
the day of the rendition-, of. the judgment, payable out of the Des 
Moines River, Improv,ement,filnd; and,- also the aum of four hundred 
dollars for the north* balf of Lote I.. 2, 3. and 4. in Block 2. and the 
Morth half of Lot 1. imljlock. 3. in, South Bentonaport, withintereal,. 
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iti like manner ; and it.is further, ordered and decreed, that the plain^ 
tiffli shall convey to the defendants-the lots aforesaidjby deed dfgene- 
T^l'warranty, reserving. such use o'fithem as is necessary to the use of' 
th'e Vater power above decreeditothem; And,byConBent:of;pattiC9, 
thi'a decree is in full of claims of plaintiffs against defendants up to 
the rendition of this dcree, and is a^finalsettloment of the whole mat- - 
ter ; and it is ordered that defendants pay the oiKta-ofthiB -suit. 
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Offsce of CoMMiasiONER OF TiiE Des Moines Ri-v^r. Improi 

Keokuk, Iowa, Nov. 8, 1852, \ 
Messrs. Page ^ Bacon, Bankers, St. Louis, Mo.: 

While in St. Louis, a few weeks since, 1 had some conversatien 
with one of your firra irtj-eference to a loan for the Des Moines River 
Improvement, to be based.upon the lands granted for that object by 
an act of Congress, together with the profits of the work; and you as- 
sured me that if the power already existed, by law, of placing the 
lands in the hands of trustees, or if such power could be procured, by 
an act of the Legislature of lowa^you had no doubt the money could 
be obtained for carrying the work forward. 

No,t having my official papers— laws, reporta,&c., — with me at jhat 
interview, and expecting then that I should have visited your city again 
ere now, 1 did not procure from you a statement of' the amount of the 
loan that could, in your opinion, be had upon the lands, &c., refered 
to— nor the terms on which it might be made. 

The situation of my business is auch, at present, that I find it will 
be impossible forme tovieitSt. Lonis again before the closing of nav- 
igation this fall; and the time is very near at hand when I am requir- 
by law to make my annual report to the Governor, to be laid before 
the- Legislature. I. would be glad, therefore, to have you replj to this 
comniunication,atyour eariieet .convenience, and give me^in writing, 
your views upon this subject.! 

If you would make adistinct and specyic proposition that if' with au- 
thority, to be obtained by legislative enactment— say by the first or 
middle of January next— the lands could be placed in the handa of 
trt^tees to secure the loan-'--or such other proposition as you naay 
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tave to make— -you would guaranty that any certain amount, to be 
named, Bhould. be advanced by you, mthin some specified time, and ufon 
wftoi terms, it would of course enable me to present the matter in a 
much more itaiigible shape before the Legislature, and one corres- 
pQpdingly more, likply. to receive some definitive action from that 
body- Indeed,, without some such distinct proposition, it may well be 
doubted whether any effective legislation wilt be had upon the subject 
the approaching session. 

I send, herewith, several printed pamphlets, for your perusal and 
examination. They embrace full information in regard to the condi- 
tion of the work, and the fund, up to the date of the report made to 
the Governor, by the Commissioner and Regiater,on the first of Decem- 
ber last— -since which time the only very material change that has 
taken place, in reference to either, is th fact that the river baa been 
opened for navigation, by the completion of some of the state yporka, 
and. the opening of the "old dams." 

I'he present indebtedness of the work will reach, something upwards 
of $100,000^ while the amount of lands embraced in the grant, and - 
remaining unsold, can be very little, if any, Jess than 1,000,000 (one 
million) of acres, as the sales have been quite light during the past 
spring and summer. Those sales, however, are improving consider- 
ably within the last few weeks, as 1 am recently advised in a letter 
from tlie Register. 

One point I desire to mention that would probably have to be pro- 
vided for, in any arrangemeut of the kind referred to that might be 
made. It is this: a portion of the lands — comparatively a email por- 
tion — perhaps not 30,000 acres; certainly, I think, not double that 
quantity— are already occupied by actual settlers, who have parts of 
them imprpyed, and undercultivation. 

Now, the provision to which I, refer is that such lands, so already oc- 
jcupkd, shall continue to be subject to sale at $1,25 per acre- With 
this provision, if a loan can be effected to ensure the carrying the 
work forward to a probable completion, and upon terms sufficiently 
favorable to the state,' arid the work, to justify its being made, I think 
l3ie matter may be arranged when the Legislature meets four weeks 
bence. Veiy Respectfully 

Your Obedient Servant, 

V. P. VAN ANTWERP, Com'r. 
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ANSWER OF MESSRS. PAGE & BACON. 

St. Lotus, Nov. 13, 185^. 

Gen. V. P. Van Antwerp, CoiHmissioner,&,c,, Keokuk. 

Dear Sir: Weare in receipt of your favor 8th inst,, and note con- 
tents. We have also examined, as far as our limited time and free- 
dom from indispensable bueineas would permit, the doeumenta accom- 
paoying your favor. 

From the investigation given to the subject, we find there are so 
many collateral questions and issues involved, that we are much em- 
barrassed in arriving at a definite conclusion. In fact we do not think 
we haVe sufficient information, of the right kind, to enable us to give 
a very intelligent opinion, or one that you could with perfect safety 
act upon. We had overlooked, when you were hero, the somewhat 
embarrassing position of the grant of lands, above therRaccoon Fork, 
in consequence of the decisions of the Department, both for and ^gainst. 
We incline to the opinion expressed by yourself, that the. decision of 
Mr. Wallter is the correct and legitimate one ; but , the texiatence of a 
doubt as to what will be the final decision of the, question, would, as 
we fear, -prejudice the security. 

We regret much that you c on id not visit us, and explain in person 
the issues involved, as you would have been able, doubtless, to reheve 
us of much that now perplexes us. 

We are of opinion that the lands claimed can be s© used. aa to en- 
able you to clear off the present debt against the worlcs, and. give you 
a fund adequate to complete the same ; but ouropiniOn in relation itu 
this ia not so valuable, or reliable, as itwouldbe,if we were better in- 
formed as to the estimated cost ofthe proposed improvements ; how 
long it would take to complete them; what would be the revenue de- 
rivable from the same when completed, &c.— rail, you Will observe, 
questions of importance, in relation to the manner of raising means, 
and providing for ultimate paymtent of principal and interest. But we 
will venture to give you the result of our speculations, which would 
doubtless be much modified, or changed, if vi-e were in .possession of 
data desired: 

First: We assume that you are entitled to, and hSive, 1,000,OC# 
acres of land ; and, second : that you can give or convey to Trusteea 
an unquestioned title, as a basis upon which to issue Bonds.. Ht 
these lands we would set apart, for the aforasaid purpose, 8U0iUuU 
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acres, which, at a valuation of 1 .S5 per acre, would furnish a basis of 
$1,000,000 — on which to issue your securities for a like amount, hav- 
ing. 20 years to run, and bearing 7 per cent semianual interest — both 
principal and interest payable in the City of New York. Probably 
thesesecuritieE would sell so as to netC you a like amount, or in no event 
less than $950,000 — and alao meet with 8\ich ready sale aeto enable 
you to prosecute with vigor the work. You eX\\\ have 300,000 acres 
left, untrammelled by trusts or otherwise, which, we think, could be 
managed — reserving them frorn the trust, ic stich sitnatione as to 
have a present additional value, over those embraced in said trust, 
and at the same time enhance the value of last named, from the prox- 
imity to improved lands^^so that they would pay equal to $2 per 
acre (being scaled above an,d below this, as situations and locations 
would warrant) or, in the aggregate, $400,000— -which, added to the 
loan, gives you $1,350,000; We have supposed that, your present 
debt, and the works complete, would amount to $1,100,000. You 
tren have $250,000, to pay your annual interest for three jeare, leav- 
ing a small balance. After three years we have supposed your works 
would be in so complete a state as to be a, source of revenue, and, 
from that time forward, would pay a)', you?" interest, and leave you a 
surplus to apply to a sinking fund, for ihe ultimate redemption of 
your bonds, and eventually leave you with your works, and your 
800,000 acres of land free of all incumbrance — a.very valuable source 
of revenue to your State. 

We have, we think, ma,de our figures on low estimates ot the val- 
ue of the lands, ^nd .if it were desirable tp, r^ise more means than 
$1,000,000 the lands naight be scaled, Gqmmencing at 1,25 and run- 
fting up to 2^ or $^ ; bjit we have not.thought that thja would be nec- 
essary. 

You will proba,bly h^ve time,befpre any action could be taken on 
your Report to the Legislature,, to (j<jmmunicate fully tons all the facts 
and circumstances connected with, the subject, so that we could mak« 
you a definite proposition. From this you can learn our general idea^ 
and something near what we would be likely to'propose, i/yotr state- 
ments corroborate our suppositions. If we were to have any thipg 
to 'do with the negotiations, we should wish to consult vyith you as to 
the best way of arranging tlie Trust, Trustee form of Bonds, &c, as it 
would facilitate, probably, our negotiations, by attending in advance 
to these p^ticiulars. If your grant is all right, and you can get your 
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Legislature to act liberally with you, in granting adequate powers 
for the proper control of the lands, we would have no trouble in pro- 
viding for you adequate means to push forward, with great rapidity, 
the works. 

Youra Very Respectfully, 

PAGE & BACON. 



Second letter from Messrs. Page & Bacon. 

St. Louis, Nov. 23, 1853. 

Chn. V. P. Van Antwerp, Commissioner, &c., Keokuk, 

We have had the pleasure of an interview with Guy Wells Esqr., 
Chief Engineer of your Improvemeiit, in relation to the manner of 
conducting the work on the Dea Moines River Improvement, and the 
course to be pursued to raise the means for completing of same ; and 
we have finally determined oh making, through you, to the State, the 
following ppopoaition. 

Ist. We will agree to furnish the funds necessary to complete the 
work within five years from the fii^t day of January 1853, provided 
said funds shall not exceed in amount the sum of one million three 
hundred thousand (1,300,000) dollars, including the present debt, of 
not exceeding one^ hundred and twenty thousand (120,000) dollars, 
inclusive of interest, damages on contract, &c. 

2nd. We are to have the privilege of making the contracts for the 
work to be done on the Improvement, under the siipervision of the 
Commissioner of the State, whose powers shall extend to' seeing that 
the work is done in accordance with the plans arid specifications 
most recently adopted, and osi vvhich the work is now prdgressiiig on 
dam No. 8. 

3d. In consideration of the above agreement, and others which 
may follow in this instrunient, the State of Iowa agrees to convey- to 
us, in fee simple, all of the' unsold lands granted t6 her Under an act 
of Congress approvedAugust8th'18'48 ; and the State hereby agrees 
that said lands, remaining unsold on the 1st day of January 1853,;8hall 
riot beless than nine hundred thousand (900,000) acres in quantity. 
And the State further agrees that she will continue to iirgetipon Con- 
gress, or the Department having charge of these matters, her'claim 
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for the land aold(abi>ut 35,000^Bay twenty five thouaand— yacres) sub- 
aeqqent to the grant, and prior to the Department iiotifying the local 
Land Officers to withhold said lar^da from aaie ; and that the lands, 
when obtained, shall be conveyed to as as aforesaid. 

4th. The State agrees that we shall have the exclusive use and 
control (if we so desire) of the Imprcvement for twenty five (25) years 
from the time named for its completion, with power to collect and 
levy tolls and water rents for the use of the same, as we may deem 
beat, providing the chaise on pound freight shall not exceed (4) four 
mills per thousand pounds, per mile, and other freight in proportion. 

5th. The State agrees that she will not grant a charter for a Rail 
road or Canal within ten (10) miles on each side of said Improve- 
ment, running parallel with, or nearly eo, with same, for a distance 
exceeding (40) forty miles, during the full term of time in which the 
\isc of the Improi'ement is guaranteed tons, or authorise, by any gen- 
eral law, such improvements, or construct herself such improvements, 
within the distance named. 

6th. The State agrees not to tax the lands until they pass out of 
our hands by sale, {none being exempt for over 20 years), or the Im- 
provement for the term of this agreement, and to pass such laws, 
from time to time, as shall be necessary to enable us to enforce our 
claims on parties doing business with us in connexion with the Im- 
provement; and to protect us in our rights growing out of the con- 
tract which may be made in accordance with these propositions. 

7th. The State agrees that all creditors of the Improvement hold- 
ing Scrip, Bonda,,or hens, to be paid out of ihp sale of lands appro- 
priated.for this Improvement, shall file a relinquishment of said claim 
with the Commissioner, and agree to receive, in lieu thereof, payment 
eiit of moneys which we have agreed- to depoaite as security for the 
faithful performance of the contract and stipulations in connexion 
therewith. 

8th. , The State agrees that we shall have the exclusive control of 
the waters of the Bes Moines River, from Fort Des Moines to the 
mouth of same (with the exception of righta, and privileges heretofore 
granted — and the water rents from said parties, now helding privileges 
to be paid to ua) and authorise us to sell and dispose of the privilege 
of using same, .as. we may deem bestjprovidedmo.contract shall ex- 
tend beyopd the term of this agreement, by .which . we are to receive 
the rents ailer such time. 
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9th. The State reserves the right to require of us that the bona-fide 
ECLtlers on the lands, now conveyed, prior to the act'granting. the same 
to the State, shall have the right to purchase of us,, ■within twelve 
months from the lat Januaiy 1S53, to the extent of 26,QO0, .acre a, at 
one dollar and a quarter per acre. 

loth. We agree to depoaile with the Commissi-oner (he.giving na 
Bond, with good and aufRcient security, for the faithful disbursement 
of same, in accordance with this' agreement) to be paid, to the pres- 
ent creditors, as before stipulated, One hundred and twenty. thousand 
(120,000) dollars, within sixty days from the passage of the act aij- 
thorising this agreement, and on proper transfet of the, lands, and 
relinquishment of creditors, as nforesaid, and the placing at out dis- 
posal and control the Improvement aforesaid. 

1 Ith. It ia agreed that not less than-S200,000 a- J'-ear shall be ex- 
pen-ded in prosecuting the work after the first year. 

12th. The State to have the power of appointing, the Chief Engi- 
neer, subject to our approval and removali for good and sufficient 
canae. 

13th. ' The State agresa that we may isaue, at ajiytime within (20) 
twenty years, Bonds based on the Lands hereby conveyed, and the 
Lease of Improvement and River, heretofore spoken of, bearing inter- 
est at not exceeding 8 per cent per annum, .payable semiannually. 
Very Respectfully 

Your Obedient Servants 

PAGE & BACON. 
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Engineers Office, Keokuk, IowaJ 
November 20th, 18^2. , S 
To Genl. V. P. Tan Antwerp, Commissioner of the Des Moines River 
Improvement. ■ ■ Slr : I have the honor to present to you my annual re- 
port, of the conditioii and progress of the Dea Moines River I m- 
provment. 

The work has not been resumed on any portion of the original line 
of improvement, from the terminus of the Canal at Motts, Ferry to 
Dam No. 2 at Belfaat; and as it was contemplated by the Legisla- 
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tare that the Ganal shodld be suspended, until tiie State dams 'and 
locks were completed between St. Franciaville and Keosaqua, it 
was thought advisable to remove some of the obstructions in th-e !nat- 
nral channel of the river between the head of the canal and the 
mouth of the Nassau Slough. The extreme- low water in July pre- 
sented a favorable opportunity to examine the nature of those ob- 
atructionsj and they were found chiefly to .consist of snags, stumps 
and large trees partially embedded in the ^nd, or collected in large. 
drifts, so aa to render the navigation extremely hazardous and diffi- 
cult at any stage of water. (I would here remark that deposits of 
ibis kind are rarely if ever found in any other portion of the Des 
Moines River.) Accordingly, a contract waa entered into on the 21 st 
day of July to open a channel not less tlian two hundred feet wide in 
■this portion of the river, so aS' to admit the free passage of boats of 
all classes. This was doiie by raising' and removing all the snags, 
stumps, and trees that couid-be raised, with the machinery atcom- 
mand, or that could be procured with our limited means; and those 
tliat could not be raised entire were cut off below the surface of low 
water, so that they will not endanger the navigation at a medium 
stage of water, i, e. when the water is high enough for boatS'to pass 
over the bars and ripples in other portions of the river, ■ The remov- 
al of these obstructions will be of essential service to the navigation^ 
and was done at a cost of only nine hundred dollars, 

Belfast Work. Dam No. 2. — Nothing has been done at this job, ex- 
cept the furnishing Ave hundred and fifty dollars worth of timber, 
■since the date of my last repott. 

Croton Work. Dam No. 3. — The work at this point, so far as it 
has progressed, has been done in the most substantial and durable 
manner. The lock and lock gates, are completed, and a pier 60 feet 
long below, and apierandicebrakerSO feet long above the lock, have 
been constructed to protect the lock walls, and guide the entrance of 
boats into the'lock in times of high water. The side walls, with open- 
ings foi; the pasSEige of water around the lock^ for hydraulic putpoaes, 
is also completed; and the bank is well protected with' a good slope 
wall eo that the water power can now be leased at this point. In or- 
der to pass this lock with boats before the State dam is completed, a 
connexion has been'formed between the head of the upper pier and 
Messrs, Thorn & Colton's mill dam, which raises a Head of wate^ 
Buificient 'to admit the passage of boats over the breast-wall of the 
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lock, and .will answer all purposea for navigation, so long, as, the im- 
provement between this point and ,the mouth of the river remains 
unfinished. The materials for the dam at this point are all delivered, 
and the timber and plank which have been furnished at this place 
and along the line of the improvement, at a cost to the State of 10,- 
570 dollars will soon be rendered useless by decay, unless ineaus are 
furnished to prosecute the work. 

The damage to the canai, and the loss of timber and plank, caused 
by the great Hood in 1851, amounting to seventy thousand dollars, as 
mentioned in my last report, would not have occured had the works 
been completed; which would have been the case had the necessa- 
ry funds been furnished at the proper ti-Jie; and the further prosecu- 
tion of the work, under such embarrassing circumstances, will al- 
ways, more or less, subject it to the same periodical losses. 

Bonaparte Work. Dam No. 5. — This lock and dam is completed, 
and the efficiency of the work thoroughly tebted. Several boats' have 
passed through this lock, and the time employed for that purpose has 
not exceeded ten minutes. The pool formed by this dam Hows four 
feet of water on the lower mitre sill of the lock at Bentonsport, and 
that too, during the extraordinary low water of the past season.— 
This work, completed, has only coat $35,300, being $340 le«s than ray 
estimated cost. 

Bentonsport Dam No. Q, Has also progressed nearly to completion-, 
notwithstanding the difficulties and embarrassments that the contract- 
or has labored under for the want of means; so that it will be in a 
condition to pass boats at the opening of navigation in the spring. 

The effect resulting from the completion of the two dams last men- 
tioned, aside from purposes of navigation, may be estimated by noting 
the fact that some six or eight mills are now in successful operation, 
and several large permanent buildings have been erected for the re- 
ception of much additional machinery. 

Keosaugua. Dam No. 8, Is located near the site of the old mill 
dam, and the contractor has progressed rapidly with the lock founda- 
tion, and has raised one of the lock walls above an ordinary stage of 
water, so that he will be enabled to commence operations early in 
the spring. 

As soon as it was ascertained that the State works at Croton, Bo- 
naparte and Bentonsport, were so faradvanced as to admit boats to pass, 
I proceeded, according to your instructions, to remove a portion of the 
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oM mill damg, at Piymouth and Keoaauqna, that there might be an 
uninterrupted navigation for all classes of boats during tHe season of 
high water. At each of the points' above named a channel waa open- 
ed through those dams one hundred feet wide, and evei'ything remov- 
ed down to the bed of the rivei, which, in my opinion, will admit the 
passage of boats without detention. or risk. 

The Dee Moines River being once more opened, it should be tha 
object of those having charge of the improvement to so conduct the 
new works, that the navigation in times of high water shaU not a- 
gain be intereUpted, 

Work has been done on the improvment, during the past season, to 
the amount of 30,190 dollars. The cost of the whole work, when 
fully completed, will not exceed 1,500,000 dollars, or 7,500 ■ dollars to 
the mile, which is only about one half of the coat of a good, rail-road. 
Much has been said about canals and siackwater navigation being 
behind the age; that rail-roads must taketheir place. Let ua ex- 
amine the comparative cost of tranaportation. 3J- cents per mile on 
a ton of freight is less than, the average cost of rail-road transporta- 
tion. Assuming it to be 180 miles from Foi-t Des Moines to Keokuk, 
the transportation of a ton of freight, between those points, would cost 
nix dollars and thirly cents, or 31^ cents, per 100. lbs. Freight can 
be transported on the Dea Moines River Improvement, between the. 
aame points, including tolls, for four dollars per ton, or twenty cents 
per 100 lbs., making a difference of two dollars and thirty-one and 
one-third cents per ton, in favor of the siackwater navigation. 

Assuming the transportation to be 10,000 tons of up freight, and 
50,000 tons of down freight, making in all 60,000 tons per annum 
(which I think is not an over estimate, when our coal, plaster and 
hydraulic lime beds, and agriculiural resouces are fully developed) 
this, at tivo dollars and thirty-one and one-third cents per ton, a- 
mounts to 138,800 dollars in favor of the river improvement. The 
down freight On flat-boats would cost but a little more than one- 
half of the above sum- 
It is due to M. M. Hayden, Esq., my principal a^iatant, and to 
Jno, B. Knight, Esq. Superintendent, to say that they have perform- 
ed all the duties assigned them with skill, energy and fidelity, and 
they have always manifested a dpep interest in the progreea.and 
final completion of the work. I therefore recommendHhem to youc 
kind considerations. 
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REGISTER'S ACCOUNT. 

.Geobce GrLLASPV, Register, 

In account vntk the Dcs Moines River Improvement, Dk. 



Dec. 18 
Jan. 
March, 
July, 

August, 
Sept. 
Oct. 
Nov. 30th, 



Total amount of Lands and money ■ 



40 

40 

16575 

5253 
2408 
1792 
4453 
2693 



■ 33256 40 

Received from Paul Brattain,Iate TFeasurer Board of Pub- 
lic Works, by John M. Whittaker and John Alexander 
his sureties, June 30lh, 1852. See Draft No. 14, of 
Coni'r, &:c. 



Total 

P. S. 80 acres of the above landa waa sold at ^3,00 per 
acre, and 400 acres sold to Col. Jesse Williams, in pur- 
suance of law, at $2,00 per acre. 

Dec. 20th, 1851, to drafts drawn by me on Bangs, Broth- 
ers & Co. of New York, for the oum of 



120 00 
120 00 
21019 78 
6566 53 
3010 07 
2340 23 
5566 40 
3367 48 



©42010 49 



20000 00 



Total " $65,562 30 

Office of Register of Dea Moines River Improvement, Ottumwa, 
Nov. 30th, 1852. GEORGE GILLASPY, 

Register &c. 
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